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« ner of a Change in the Conflitu- 


* required of Women, a parti: 


ö On the Danger of 


0 are their Souls degraded, when 


6 moved, that in a populag State, | 
| « public. Incontinency, may be 
& conſidered as the loſt of. . 


a ſeries, and as a certain fore. run N 


«© 108. Hence it is, he adds, 
« that the fage Legiſlators of 


e republican States, have always 


4 cular Gravity of Manners. | 


* They have proſenbed, not on- 


4 ty Vice, but the very Appear- 
& ance of it from their Repub- 


* Ties, They have baniſhed: even | 
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our Wotden of Faſhion, the Le- 


gillature ſuffers it to © Week " encous 


raged. Though Divorces (are ſo 
common — and ſo many Adul- 


treſſes have been married by 


their Debauchers — Parliament 2 


have not- yet paſſed a a Law pro- 
hibiting the Marriage of the A- 


dultreſs, with the Man for whom 
ſhe has been divorced ! Thus 4 
door has been ſuffered to re- 


main open, for admitting Liber- 
tines to pay their criminal Ad- 
dteſſes to married Women, under 
Preten 0 Love, and a Deſire 


of being unked to them by 
bes 
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have no. Intention to marry the 


Woman they find abandoned— 
they are notwithſtanding furniſh: 
The more Diſſolute the Man-. 


eaſily they ate corrupted, B 
Duty of every honeſt Man to 
do his urmolt to get a Law en- 
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of ber Divorce ?—The Nature of 

Man muſt c : 
Nannen. The more abardon- 
If Women were virtuous, Men 
could not be tempted to violate | 


Friendſhip and break thro 


every Tie that ſhould be held : 
Sacred. The want ef Virtue 
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Source of -domeſtick Happiness, 


| Houſes to ſeek Relief in NS. 
the Contagion ſpreads — and its "Mt 


Malignity acquires Strength b L 
Circulation. In the Words 
quiey, it renders the Wo- 
men_ Corrupters, before they are wow. 
rupted. It leads to Luxury —Ex- 8 a 
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10 _ the Danger * 
the Mind — renders it debt f 


of reliſning any of thoſe rational 


Pleaſures for which it was form- 
ed — and which alone can afford 
it Satisfaction - and thus de- 
ſtroying all private Principle, re- 
moves the Foundation of publics * 
and inſures dead Majorities in 


Parliament, and a ready Acquieſe | 


cence in the People. 


Shall no Attempt be made to 
ſtop this devouring Fire, before 
it ſhall have deſtroyed every thing 
worth preſerving on Earth - do- 
Peace, public Intereſt, public I 


Liberty? 
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Liberty?-—The Conflagration rages 
—ſhall we not make a ſingle 
Effort to check its Progreſs ? 
While yet it may be poſſible to 
quench the Flames, let us care- 
fully remove whatever it ſnall be 


found can feed them. For my 


every Man to do bis utmoſt to 
ſtop an evil, that is a Reproach 
to us, as a Nation — fullies our 
Name—and muſt, if not Nan 
ed, be our Deſtruction. 8 


u is with this View 1 ſhall 
endeavour to expoſe thoſe Cauſes, 
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On the Danger of 
which I think lead to the Ruin 


of female Virtue. — I value not | 


the Approbation · or Cenſure of 
any but the worthy Part of the 
Motive by which I am actuated, 
will, in tbeir Eſtimation, cover 
any Defects that they may find 
in the Performance. I proteſt that 
when I conſider the preſent Mode 
of female Education — the Life 
our Women lead — the French 
Refinement that has crept into 
our Manners—how much "Faſhion | 


ſcanda- 
lous 


above all, that ſhameful, 


| 73. 
lous Cuſtom of an Men- 
midwives — which our Women, 
now, without any Necefity, Mo- 
defly, Delicacy, Decency—or Reſpets 
to the Opinion of i Mankind, with 
the greateſt Effrontery, and Im- 
ing furprized at the Number of 
Women, who daily are detected 
deſtitute of Virtue— 1 am ſus- 
priſed to find the N 
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CHAP. II. 


On the Abſurdity of our female 
| Education. 


| OMAN. was intended to 
VV be our Companion and 
Friend — to ſhare in our pleas 
ſures and Afflictions to heighten 
our Joys, and alleviate our Diſ- 
treſſes, by her Participation. 
Jo ſuperintend over our Families 


8 pay 


| | 

our female' Edveation. 15 
pay Attention to! Our Intereſts 
and render Home delightful, 
by her Society, Tenderneſs, and 
Affection. That Education, then, 
muſt be beſt, which is moſt cal- 
culated to form, | and qualify the 
female "Mind for thoſe: Duties, 
and Pleaſures, Which are to con. 
ſtitute, not only her own. Happi- 
neſs, but that of her Huſband 
Children, and Family. A young 
Lady ſhould early be taught; 
that true female Excellence con- 
fiſts, at in being a Miſtreſs of 


Muſic—a. fine Singer, and Dancer 


—in being able to read French 
n Novels, 985 


26 Or the Hjuwdiy of 

| Novels, and converſe” fluently 
with | French - Libertines = but — 
in Modeſty Diffdence—Genitle- 
peſs—good. „ a. Ds- 
_ to 1 1 85 "FT un 
For the ſame Reaſon that 
public Schools. are proper for 
Men are to buſtle in Life— _ 
and therefore the Aſſurance that is 
acquired by the Society of 2 
Number of Boys, is rather of 
Uſe, than Prejudice but ia 
Women — who ought to be all 
- Timidity — baſhful Reſerve 
Tender- 
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public School rubs off thoſe very 

Qualities, that have been always 
allowed to form the characteriſ· 

tick Beauties of the Sen. 


ww 


Angel's on her Entrance into a 
Boarding · School the cannot re · 
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+23 knowing in the Ways 
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18 On: the Abſurdity of | 
of Pollution, as any Nymph in Ko 
King's - Place. It is impoſſible it 
ſhould be otherwiſe — for | 
a Number of Girls, there Ny 
always be ſome who are vicious 
—and one vicious Girl, is enough | 
to pollute an Hundred. Though 41 
the Miſtreſs - ſhould happen to be | 
a good Woman, and ever ſo at- 
tentive to her Duty, (which 
very ſeldom is the | Caſe) it is 
not in her Power to prevent this 
; evil—for the Miſchief is done, 4 
in her preſence, but in thoſe | 
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ö private Hours of familiar Con- 
| | verſation, which the Girls irie can mot . 
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er is unhappily: go- 


I, chin for t 
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. againſk;.the. Torrent. It is impoſe 
ſible; in, any, other. Way, to ac- 
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that ariſe from! it. Becauſe 1 1% 
the Faſhion to educate our Daugh- 


ters, more for kept N 


than good Wives — we neglect 


their Principles we negle& their 


Minds—and if they are but good 
Muſicians, Drawers, Dancers, and 
Miſtreſſes of French, we fooliſhly 
think they are  accompliſhed— 
and that we have acquitted our- 


ſelves of that Duty to them, 
which was ineuctbene”on us, as 


Parents. By ſending our Daugh- 


ters to Boarding - Schools, we 
farce thera do aſſociate with vi- 


cious Companions—and therefore, 
though 
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though they ſhould not become 
vicious, themſelves they infal- 
ühly become acquainted with Vice. 
They lean to. * zielen. 


thing but Dreſs, 'Shew, and Ad- 


weten. Haadly any Senden 
is paid to their Mprale—but che 


utwoſt Pajas are taken to ren- 
der them Miſtreſſes of = 5-» 
what: can Heither repd- to make 
them good Dehters.— gopd 


Wives —gocd Rether, or ra- 


tional Companions ! ITY Can 
Minds—accuſtomed to think Mu- 
l 3 8 ſic, 
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22 Un the Aburdity "of | 


«fic, French, &c, &c. MY only 
Accompliſhments neceſſary 1 for | 
their attainment, - neglect thoſe 
Embelliſhments” of the Mind 
- that are in valuable 
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| Dancing, 1 allow to be an <. 


* 


[| - ſential, but let it be learned, at 


| Home. It gives Eaſe, and Grace. 
A young Lady would, © beſides, 


by: | appear very awkward at an Aſ- 
_ ſembly, if the were obliged to 


- ſir till, for Want of ſo neceſ- 
' ſary an Accompliſnment. But 
128 | Nr I approve. Dancing — I 
1 am againſt — Kind, but Mi- 
nuets, 1 


| 3 

nuets, and country Dances. The 
new faſhioned Dances are very 
unfit for modeſt Women. Alle- 
mandes, and Cotillions, are only 
Proper for the Stage, and Dan- 

= cing-Maſter's Balls, If the Spec-., 

* tator were now alive, I am iure | 

he would. not like to. ſee his 

{ Daughter: turned and tuifled about 

|  —firlt, one way then angtherew? | . 

? — the | fame Time that the | 


Character of the Dance, ren? 
ders it neceffary for the Cu??? 
HH ple 79 ber for 2 long time at 

2 one another, during , their various 


Altitudes, and Movements, in a 
„ Go 3 
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24 Os the Abſutdity'of _ 
Manner eb 100 looſe to be con- 


ſiſtent with that baſtifol Reſerve, - 
and modeſt Deportment, ſo indif- 

penſible in the female Character. 
fit only for the Zevily of France. 


In the Name of Common 
Senſe, let me aK ef what Uſe + 
do we find Muſie, to married 
Women? — Since * playing the 
Harpfichord has berome ſo eſſen - 
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26 On the Abſurdity of -» 


Medium. If they leave it off—. * 


of what Uſe has been their Ex- 


cellence? If they make it a 
Buſineſs, they commence mere 
Muſicians. It leads them into a 


thouſand Expences — a thouſand: 


running after Concerts, and neg-, 


lecting their Families for 


what? — To be in e with 


Their Excellence 8 them 


the Wives —xzot, of their Huſ- 


bands, but of —tbe Public. Is it 


not natural for a Woman to value 


herſelf 


Follies — a thouſand bad Conſe- 
quences. They are , perpetually; ß 


Fam 1 1 1. 


3 


herfelf on her Excellence —and : to, 
wiſh, to have it generally ad-, 
mired : Will not -this, draw her, 
from Home, except when her 
Houſe can be crowded with My; 
| feanties ? — Does ſhe not « then, 
le — more for the World, than. 
for her Huſband ? — And 318; this. 
proper — Is it compatible With! 
domeſtick Happineſs? — She 
whoſe greateſt. Pleaſure ſhould con- 
q ſiſt in rendering herſelf agreeable, 
to her . Huſband—in making his. 
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Home, more entertaining and. 
; pleaſing | to him, than Scenes of, 
2 Diſſipation, where nothing is heard 
: | but 
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28 On th Aſurdity of f 
— — becomes inden 
whether he approves, or cenfutes' 
—is pleaſed, or diſcontented—and- 
leaving him to entertain himſelf 
in the beſt Manner he can, 
flies abroad to be approved by 
222 , f cannot 
bear to ſee a Woman of Faſhion | 
fit down to an Harpſichord at a 
public Concert — and hear her 
clapped by Strangers on finiſh- 
ing her Tune—as if the were 
a common Muſician, To fay no 
worſe, it throws her off that Le- 
vel, on which it is her Duty to 

move. 


our femalt Education. 29 
Excellence has ſhe- been applauds 
ed ? She has been clapped, and 
extolled, becaufe - - - ſbe happens 
ts have the Uſt of ber Fithers, 
a4 a good . in the 

Exellence on 4»Meb the” {6 much 
| values herſeſtf and for whith ſhe 
has made ſuch a Sacrifice of 
Time. 1d mental Qualities= 
ſhe is at leaſt equalled, if not 
ſurpaſſed, in every Theatre in 
London III «== < In the midit 
of her Applatifts, I cannot help 
ng; a ſectet Regret that the 


—to 


30 On the Abjurdity- of + 

—to play on the Harpſichord. , 
finely—to Dance, and ſpeak Ita - 
lian—is to be highly au 
pliſhed—ir. follows that, the. pub- 
lic Singers—and - female Teachers, 
of Muſic, are are what * 


the moſt accompliſhed Women in 
England! ! !. | pl 5 


And French, too—ot. what Uſe C 
to, our Women, is French ?— 
All Ranks of People—even our ; 
very. Tradeſmens Daughters, muſt. 
now forſooth be ſent to Board, 
ing - Schools to learn French, &c. 
as if there were no doing with-, 
out 


dur female Edutation, 3 
ont it! — To Gentlemen” indeed, 
French is a very neceſſary Branch 
of Education - but except to 
thoſe of our Women, who are 

to move in the very firſt Circle 
e the Court, it probably will be 
of no other Uſe than to enable 
them to read French Novels, 
that | had much better have te- 
mained unintelligible. And even 
with Reſpect to our Ladies of 
- the firſt Circle, I ſee no Rea- 
ſon Why it is any more incum- 
bent on them to learn French, 
in order to converſe with Fo- 
rteigners of Faſhion, who. viſit 


% 


converſe with our Ladies — and 
if che Motive of underſtanding 
our Women, has not had ſuf- 


our Court—than it was on theſe 
Foreigners, to learn Eaglh, T0 


scient Weight with foreign Gen- 
demen—I think it might have 
as little wich our Ladies of the 


firſt Rank. I have ſaid thus 
much of French, becauſe the 
learning it, is pleaded as ane of 
the Motives for a Boarding - 
School Education. I have ar- 


gued againſt Muſic too, for the 


ſame Reaſon. I would not be 


underſtood, however, to mean that 
young 


5 theſe. ite 3 
ments but 1 inſiſt that nothing 


can be mote abſurd chan to ſee 
them made f 2 much the Effentials 
of Egucation, - a8 to have Bae 
Qusliſcations Which really are 
eſſential, negleRed. to attain wem. 
Let Muſic — Dancing - French 

— and Drawing, be taught — 
but let them be taught at Home. 
I would aſk any Advocate for 
a Boarding - School, what is che 
Motive for ſending my Child 
there? —Is it becauſe. there is a 
good Muſic-Maſter? I will ſend 


0 for 
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34 On the Abfurdily of 
for him to my Houſe —ſinee is 
though I pay him ten Times 
more for it, my Daughter has 


fifty Times the Advantage, b7ß 
his Attention being confined to 
ber, which otherwiſe would be 
divided among ber Companions-. 
Ts there a good Dancing Maſfer, 
Drawing - Maſtery --&ci\ there? — 
1 make the fame. Atiſiverc— 
If Families are at too great a | 
© Diſtance from theſe Maſters,” let ; 
the Parents, or Friends, go to 
ſome large Town where they 
can be procured. The Impoſi- 
tions in Boarding School Bills : 
are 


are fo! er e e 
ſo great — that whoever can af. 
ford to ſend a Child to one of 
thoſe ' abominable Peſt - Houſes — 
Sinks' of Pollution — Graves of all 
Goodneſs—ean afford to change 
his Habitation for a Winter or 
two -= and if he cannot 1 am 
ſure that young Ladies — whoſe 
Parents have not ſufficient Mo- 
ney to ſpare, to enable them to 
afford. going for a Winter or 
two, to ſome great Tovn are 
the moſt improper, of all” Wo- 
men, to bave their Heads turned 
topſy-· turvy with Ideas * Ex- 


'D pence 


235 On the end of 
pence, Show, outlide—and their 
Minds rendered unfit to be, paired - N 
with Men, whoſe Fortunes will 1 
not bear to have their Houſes 
turned inſide out, for want o 
CEconomy, and of that Atten- 2 
tion to their Intereſts, which it by ; 
neceſſary for Wives to pay. If 
a Man —whoſe 1 ncome, with CEco- 
nomy, is fufficient to enable him 
to ſupport his Family — ſhould 
notwithſtanding find himſelf in 
Danger of a Goal, through his 
Wife's Extravagance and - Inat- 
tention—would he be conſoled in 
his Diſtreſs, by ſeeing ber run | 


ber Fingers, in good Time and 8 


and white Pius of Wood, fehr. 


than his Eyes can follow them ? 
I ſhould fancy not—eſpecially if 
he recollected that his Diſtreſs 
aroſe from her having paid more 
Attention to thoſe Pieces af 
Wood, than to his Guiness 
he can afford her Extravaganoe 
and Inattention—yet Muſic, upon 
Muſic, will not always do. 
I am as fond of Muſic, as 
any Man ſhould be — and have 
a very good Ear - but Har- 

D 2 | mony 


38 On the Ard „ 

mony though very Sek now 
and then, to the Ear — will not 
make up for the Want of an 
harmonized, and poliſbed mind. A 
Man of Senſe requires in a Wife, 
ſomething more Subſtantial” than 
the trifling Qualifications - that 
are ' attained at 'a Boarding- 
School. To be educated for him, | 
more Attention ſhould be paid 
to her Underfanding, than her 
Fingers—to her Mind, than her 
Boch. Her Body ſhould not be 
neglected — but Care ſhould be 
taken that iche ſhould obſerve 


that the _ Attention of her 


Friends, 


. Ea 


our female Education. 39 
Friends, was paid to her Prin- 
ciples, and mental Endowments. 

x A juſt Senſe of the Deity—and: 
If of the Relation in which ſhe 
I fans to him, forms the Foun- 

dation on which every thing de- 
pends. I: ſhould early be im- 
preſſed on her Mind that he u 
always preſent to her Actions, 
and acquainted with her Thoughts 
—and this will oceaſion that ha- 
bitual Attention to her Thoughts 
and Actions, and Reſpect for 
her Conſcience, without which it 
is impaſible for any. Woman to 
make either a good wife,, or 4 


+, *%: 


— 
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40 On the Abſurdity. of 
good Mother, The Almighty has 

ſo formed our Minds, that it is 
impoſſible for any thing th con- 
vey ſubſtantial Satisfaction, if un- 
accompanied by a Conſciouſneſs 
of his Approbation and as. this 
eannot -poſſibly be felt but by 
thoſe, whoſe general C ourſe of 

Actions are the reſult of a reli- 
gious Mind—a Woman deſtitute 
of Religion, cannot have ſuch a 
' Reliſh for the innocent Pleaſures | 
to be found at Home, as will lead 
her to prefer it, to Diſſipation | 
' and enable her to be uniformly 


chearful and agreeable” to the 
Partner 
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Like a Ship at Sea, without 
her Compaſs or Rudder, it is 
—— for hes. 4p 2 in a 
Wind that r Gin only | 
by her Appetites and Paſſans 
how can ſhe bear up againſt the 
Storm, or aveid being wrecked 
by the Temptations that ſur - 
round her ? To prepare her for 
the Dangers ſhe muſt encounter, 
ſhe ſhould he well "acquainted | 
with the Spectators — Fordyce's B 
1 to young Wamen «+ 
Gregory's Advice to his. 
54 Daughters 
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domeſtick Concerns, ſo as to be | 
able to aſſiſt her Mother in the 


— 


42 On the Abſurdity of | 
Daughters -- Mrs, Chapone's Let- 6 
ters on the Improvement of che 
Mind — Guardians — Ramblers | 
Adventurers — &c. — and if ſhe ö 
knows the Hiſtories of England, 
and of the Romans - ſo much 
che better. This Kind of Read- 
ing, will inform, and poliſh her 
Mind—at the ſame Time that 
it will guard her Heart. She 9 
ſhould be well informed in all 


Inſpection and Direction of the 
Family. A Novel ſhould never 
enter the Doors, (except Lady 

Julia * 


; - 
| 1 
fi 


Julia Mandeville, and Fielding's | 
Works) for they give wrong 
Turns of Thinking - - - lead young 
Minds 10 form abſurd Ideas of 
| Characters -- <--- to expect to 
meet with an which do not 
exiſt - and to act romantically, in 
order to Copy the Painting that 
is drawn out of Nature — and 
which abounds in every Novel 
I ever read, except the above, 


and perhaps one or two others, 
that I may forget. Add to this 
—— Novels are full of warm De- | 
ſeriptions — run entirely on the 
ſubject of Love — convey very 

looſe 


looſe Ideas and repreſent vicious 
Chatacters, in a Light, that fo 
far conceals their Enormity as to 
prevent their diſguſting as they 
ought to do. Toung female 
Minds ſhould be carefully attend- 
ed to bey need no Incentives. 
The Temper, and Diſpoſition | 
ſhould be watched from the Cra- 

dle, and corrected, where neceſ- 
ſary. Thus educated — a young 


Woman is formed to be her 
| Huſband's rational Friend en- 
tertaining Companion -- - (endeared 
to him, in a Manner the ' moſt 
tender, and affetionate!) at the 

ſame 


aur female Education. 45 
ſame Time that ſhe is the pr. 
dent Director of his Family, and 


THESE are the Eſſentials that 
ſhould be attended to, in female 
Education. Every Thing elſe 
| ſhould be viewed, only as ſeconda- 
ry Ohjedts. ' But in the preſent 


Nod of nn R e => 


ought to be only ſecondary Ob- 
jects, are made Eſſentials, and 
the Eſſentials are neglected. Who 
can wonder that our Women are 
ſuch giddy, dreſſed up Dolls — 

without 
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46 On the Alſurdity of. 


| without Solidity — without Prin- 


ciple ? — A good Diſpoſition— 
natural .Underſtanding —and hnav- | 
ing worthy Parents — may — and 
I dare ſay frequently does, get 
the better of every Diſadvantage 
reſulting from a faſhionable Edu. 


cation——and may reſiſt the dan- 


gerous Effects of bad Examples 


— but I ſhould hardly conceive. 
that Parents would chuſe to ſend 
their Children into an Houſe, 
where Numbers are ill of the 
Peſtilence — on the Preſumption, 
that becauſe they have ſound 

. Bodies 


dur female Education. 47 
Bodies, and good Conſtitutions, 
there is a Pqſſibility that they 
may eſcape the Contagion. 


But it may be ſaid, that 
« Girls go to Boarding-Schools, 
to learn goed Breeding, as well 
<« as Muſic, French, Drawing, 
Dancing. &c.” Parents, and 
the Company which viſits them, 
muſt be very ill- bred People, 
indeed, if their Society be not 
at leaſt as inſtructive, and poliſh- 
ing, as that of the Children, Go- | 
verneſſes, and Miſtreſs, to whom | 
young Mils is to be ſent. 1 [1 
believe 1 
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48 On the Aan of * _ 
believe that at moſt, if not alli 
of theſe Schools, the Miſtreſs. 
generally lives in her Parlour — 
and only goes among her Board- 
ers at particular Hours of the 
Day. 1 know that in one of 
the greateſt Schools near Town, 
the Miſtreſs goes in among her 
young Ladies, but once a Day— 
Juſt before ſhe takes her Airing 
in her Carriage, The young La- 
dies live all Day together, with 
Aa Governeſs or two * and yet 


LEG 


„ Theſe Governeſſes cannot be fit 
Companions for young Ladies — (to fay | 
no worſe — ) ſince few, if any of them, 


this” 


this is the Life it ſcems, that is 
„ poliſh tem, more chan che 
Company of their Mother, and 
her Friends! -- - But the Truth, 
a-days, prefer the Company of 
their Admirers, to that of their 


are Gentlewomen — and none of them 
accuſtomed to living with People of Fa- 
ſhion — ſo how can they be capable of 
Teaching Breeding? They can teach 
French, it. is true — pethaps, Work — 
but they cannot form Manners, of which 
they themſelves are Ignorant, I now ſpeak 
of thoſe who are Engliſh. With reſpect 
to the French Governeſſes — they are ſtill 
worſe — for, of them, we can know no 
more than that they have a good Ad- 
| dreſs — and can teach French, and what- 


Children 
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50 On the difurdity of. = 


grade themſelves, in the Eyes ven 


of their Paramours, than fulfil ©, 
their Duties to the Almighty, | L 
their Huſbands, and their * 
dren— 


Having ſent Miſs off from her 


Boarding- School — where | ſhe has | 


ever elſe they are known to be quali- 
fied to convey a Knowledge of. What 
they were in France, muſt remain un- 


known, How can we know but that 
they were Proſtitutes? — Are /uch' Wo- 


men proper Governeſſes for our Daugh- 
ters?! — What can be expected but 
that the Pupils turn out in Life, con- 


formable to the ene of * In- 
ſtructors ! 


(in 85 


our female Education 075 


43 in e exchanged ——1 Mo- 
and Laws of Truth, that ſhe 
carried into it— for Aſſurance — 
 ( infallibty for a perfecs Acquaintance 
with Vice) a Turn for Extrava- 
gance— Contempt of Erugality 
and Readineſs at inventing Falſe- 
hoods, and concealing T ruths — 
(for this is admirably taught 
Ladies, by ſearching them for 
Fruit, and Letters, on their re- 
turning from Viſits — which leads 
them to put any Billets for their 
Friends, or Fruit within their 
Stays, or other Concealments - 
E thus 


8 8 
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52 On the Aſurdity, Se. 

thus preparing them for Turigue ) 

from a Seminary, where. ſhe 
has, ninety Times in an Hundred, 
been fitted more for a lept Miſ- 
treſs, or 4 Bagnio, than a. rational 
Companion, and Mother of a Fa- 
mily — let us now attend her 
into the World — and inquire 
whether the bad Propenſities ſhe 
has contracted, or encouraged at 
School, are likely to be removed, 
or reſtrained, by the ſhifting of 


the Scene, 


CHAP. 
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(though Vithout any < 
of Religion, but hat, has, been 


the . caſual Reſule, N ing the 


E2 Catechiſm 


* 


other Idea 


As. o. ware K 
Catechiſm by - rote — — now 
and then going to Chuck. 10 
"wind . every thing, but the £ Ser- 
vice! - -- ) bids Adieu to School, 
or to ber French » Goyerneſs — 
in order to enter on that endleſs. 
2 rain of Argylements, for Which 
the has long ſighed. ' Routs, | 
Balls, Maſquerades, Operas, Plays, 
Ranelagh, and Vauxhall engroſs 
her whole Attention. 80 Ao : 
ſcarcely | any Thing but Grimace 
— hears hardly any Thing but 
trifling Chit-chat. Finds every 
Body flying from Thought — and 
amuſed by Follies hardly fir for 


Nothing can be aid without & 
Smile, and 2 .- and there 
who ch force | u, with: the bet 


Admiration, ſhe is not a itte 
mortiſed by obſerving, that for 


one Beau Who pays any Atten- 


tion to her, at leaſt Tyenty are 


* 


aſſiduous in their Court to the 
married Women - but ſhe 1s 


comiorted by obſerving, roo, th chat 
Ao 


56 or i Danger of © 
her Caſe is not ſingular and 
that all the unmartied, are in the N 
ſame Situation. She is conſoled 
by looking forward to the Mo- 
ment, When ſhe" may, by Mar- 
-riage, be entitled to the ſame 
Crowd of Followers — and this 
renders her leſs ſolicitous about 


the Kind of Huſband which may 
happen to be her Lot, ſince = 
finds that ſhe can pick 


chuſe afterwards, whom ſhe * 
to be her Attendant, and yet be © 
juſt as well received, and as much . 
careſſed by reſpeable Characters, 
& if ber mw bad been irreproach- | 
Es 


an. Sbe Ges bred Wii | 
ride out every Day with diflipats 
ed young. Men — and no mots 


Notice taken of it, than if it 


were confiftent "with" either Decency 


or Safety.” Ia the Spring, What 
can be more Innocent than to be 
conducted by an admiring At- 


to indulge him with tbe Opportu- 
nity f culling Flowers for ber: 
Breaſt? - She frequently hears. 
it whiſpered that ſuch à Perſon 
is « IN LO VE. wich Lady 
— and never finding , the 
Mater" of - Expreſſion, cenſured; 


| E 4 concludes 


a d, u. Danger 6 


Cobclades it te have been mae | 
per-— ang; that Nothing is. caſigr 
than for the noble Paſſion * 
LOVE, to be felt by a Gen? 
tleman, for another Man's Wife, 
Nay— ſhe- obſerves, too, that ha 
very Lady whom: ſhe had: heard 
remark the % Love of the ad- | 
miring Man af Faſhion, for 
iuwire the fighing. Follower to every 
Party in which the Object of 
his foul Paſſion is 10 mate one 4 
hi may ſurprize her at 
| firſt, perhaps - but it ſoon grows 
too familiar. She obſerves that 


Women 
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in Virtus, 
female Character! and of the 
Affront, the high Indignip whiald 
a Man affers ta the married 

Woman 
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60 ; 
Woman whom he preſemer td 
Addreſs with” Declarations” of his 
Attachment — or don, to follow; | 
wth bis Affiduities -- and recon- 
ciled thus by daily Obſervation 
— how can ve be ſurpriſed W 
ſhe thinks Adultery a Peccadilts . 
— and that if ſhe" can but avoid 
public Ms we is . * 
no Offence ?. . 


Thus W to make a — 
Wife, our young Lady of Fa- 
ſhion is probably addreſſed by 
ſome P cer, who wants her For- 

tune and ſhe joyfully accepts 
his 


1 
1 


e hie , r, 


his Hand, to 1 | 
one Title — but two — the farſt;» 
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ſo often anticipated. She thinks 


gine that Love in the ſmalleſt 


be conſidered by every well · bred 
Perſon, as u Proof of Ruſtieity, 
and ſhocking "Manners, And it 
is really very immaterial what 


were the Motives that influenced 


well as very inconfift tent, to ima - 


Degree | neceſſary” before Marriage,” 
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62 On: the Dangen af 5 
thom-— ſince whether they. loved: _ | 
each other on not, the Bufineſs,, 
moſt likely- wilk terminate the ſame. 
way at laſt — only in Proportion 
be ſo. much the longer delayed, 
or ſooner haſtened, It is impoſ- 
ſible that any Lone: can withſtand- 
the Lives, which: gad Breeding: | 
renders. it incumbent” on them ta 
lead. Faſbon- requires. that they. 
ſhould - offs.  Indifference, even 
though they ſhould feel it not 
and, at laſt — what only at 
firſt was. Affectation becomes 
real! — They are hardly ever. 
together 
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together brough. the Day — and 


che ſame Party. at Night, they 


would bluſh. to be ſeen near each 
other, though Per ban buth, at faſt, 


wits... it it. otherwiſe! — Habit. at 


for the . other's. Happineſs He, 


faſhionably flirts it with other 
Women — and. ſhe, ceaſes to. be 


perhaps, ſhe permits their Aflidui- 


that Tyrant Faſhion, which, ſhe 


1 


ir ey mould happen to be at 


length prevail —and the; Compa- 
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inſenſible. to the. attention of 
ſurrounding Admirers. At firſt, 
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67. On the Dunger r, 
ſees no one wiſh” to diſobey 8 
but—at laſt! accuſtomed to eve- 
ry Mars Company, more than 


to her Huſband's — ſome Man; 
either more artſul, or more agree - 
able than the reſt, diſcovers 4 
weak Side — adapts his Man- 


ners to her Ideas — and under 


the Cloak of Friendſhip - nere 
Friendſhip, winds his Steps, at 
reſpectful Diſtance till, by im- 
perceptible Advances, having at 
jength attracted her Pity — his 
Bufineſs is | ſoon Accompliſhed, | 
He wet on ſure Ground; 


from the Moment that he was 
certain 


them.” He could not wiſh for 
greater eg bee than 1 
reſtraint — after be bad giuem 
Marks of bis, Regard, 2.0 his 


Wiſh to be ber Attendant, , He 
knows, that if ſhe be not an 
Ideot, ſhe muſt. be ſenſible, that 


be can have but, one, View, and 


* 3's 


that that View, cannot be honour- 
able, A married Woman, there- 
fore, cannal be Jeduced- — becau e 
from 
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Women are too quick-ſighted- iy 
ſuch Afﬀairs, to be believed, 
ſhould they pretend Blindneſs) | 
the knows that Adultery is His 


other — and that” unkels ſhe means 
to inform tim, (in Langenge 
not to be wifunderſtoo) chat 


it, ſhe ſhould ſhun him 2s the 
would a Peſtilence. This is the 
Time, to fly — for after this, 


even 


from the joft lar thus ſhe pom 05 
enen 8 M, Approu ch (and 


the ame Behaviour that is 97 
to a common Acquaintance - — 


* 


Object, ſince be enn baue 1 


Be 3 is not ſhocked at the Ihe of 9 
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. Wehen "be”fimple enou 
to 1 8 that a Man would be 


* 9 
? 1 
* 5 1 3% * if 


at the Trouble 7 attending 'te, 
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2 of inſinuating himſelf into 


her Regard ( throwing away His 
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be wres 
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c contemptible Underſtanding Oe . 
it ſhe fatters herſelf that ſhe can 
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Play with Fire, without 217 
her Fingers, the will _ infallibl ly 
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fall. a iim to ber Folly - — 
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and like the poor Moch which 
827 flutters it's few Circles 


men Of 


around the Candle, unhurt — 


Gr will at T hot as ' fare 


3 
pearl 
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Unhappily | 


4 


too gentle a Term, for Adul. 


. * 


ſwerving from Vi 
the Name of 
Minds would ſhrink with Diſguſt 
from the | very Idea of deft 
it. And fince Women hear thus 
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79 On the Danger + of 
daily of the Ad, that merit it 1 | 
— why. ſhould. chat AR. - be. 5 
feftened 40. [their Kor, by. any. 
Term that does not ſhock.. it 2 : 
— The more the Name ſhocks. f 
— the better. Becauſe the Word 
W. — ſhocks,; it is the wery. © 
| Reaſon why a virtuous Woman. : 
ſhould hear it given to an Adu. 
treſs, Can any Term be too op- \ 
probrious . for the Woman of | 
Faſhion, who by. defiling the 
Marriage - Bed, proves herſelf car 
pable of committing. amy Crime to f 
which ſhe can be prompted by Paſe | 
ion? — If any buman Tie — a 
ga, 


2 


as by i — * 4 a „ — — . _ _— - „ „„ *. — 
0 * — - * * * * * = —_ a = 2 8 4 * wy 
N — : Z p s ROY» es - - 8 = 4 — Ds r o "_ > TE 
- by . _—_ ＋ 
— = — Fa 120 * FP = = — - - _ * : N = > = — — - _ — — 
— — — . — —— — — LE 2 _— - — ——ʒ— ws q — — — * ” FP we 6 N - at. is ot 1 4 7 
x vole N e — F — — A 2 2 . — by - - * „„ Piſs As ay 
— on" white ogg — — . * 2 ——_—_ w N — — — bs — 
* 2 * — 
22 1 _ 1 — * 1 J— 
_ 7 2 22 £ 
— —— pe 
— — Sf $i - us — — — Tad if a_— 9") - : 
—— — " — — 1 — n <>. S4- „ „ e- — G7 9.x 1 a „ <—— o In 
Pony N 4 rr x * L N nm * 8 * * n , 4 SEPT 8 8 wm 4 „ 2 A; x ” + 
4 * 5 J . L 4 F * * T5 de a ii ba * * - E * - E ” * " "£8 — J 
— g a” = 4 
. =, 
» . bo + P 
- * 
* * * 
: 7 y * 
1 
” . 
5 | 5 
. * 
* E. 
9 
— , A 
» . 
. £4 
= i : 
4 2 
' x _ 


_ 
— — —e . 
n - w—_ — Ss at de +4 — — = 
N — = — = I _— — — 11 
— val - C2 
— — Ow — — 2 — — = 
* 
444 — — 22 

—— woes TR * , * FCP 

* * ro of mou eb 6 bo — "= - — by — — — 

a _— 22 — 


— — —— 6th 2s. tree b ates AP. th 
p £ br * * * 
—_— 


4. Ho — 
Ac " . 9 _ * a . * p "_ x * 
2 he p os N e — F ITE. * 2 


ons 


= 2 * p 9 * 
3 0 R 
-o 8 * 

1 
| 


to: o an 4. i 4 
Mind, thus callous - to | 
Feeling that can | "reſtrain = iS 
ewa 10 any Villainy te Mn 
ment ſhe gave up Virtue, the 

put all her Faculties 1 1 oh = 
Direftion' of - the Man who = 


- * 
=- 
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bauche4 ber — for he who had 
Influence to make her hold the B 
pF: F 3 World 


7. | On the Danger of 1 
World — every Law, and Cen- | ; | 
_ fare, divine and human, at De- 3 
Hance — might make her rob a 
Murder — do any Thing — * | 
be were Villain. enough to exert | 
himſelf to effeB..it. He has al. 
ready led her to do her utmoſt, i 
like a Thief, to defraud her 


Huſband's Relations of that Rank 


and Property, of which her po- 
rious Iſſue may rab them. He : 
has already led her to - prove 
herſelf deftituze of every. Principle 5 
that can Dignify tbe Ser = ine» 
Fable of being raftrained by any © 
Tie that ſhould influence the Heart, 
SHE After 


— 


& 


After ſuch 
a Sacrifice — if ne does not 
proceed on, to other Crimes, it 


Crime of Adoltery, ſo 
larly heinous in Women. When 
a martied Nan commits it, he 
throws out 26 Defiance to the 
World — for the World think 
too lightly of the "Offence, He 
makes no ' Sacrifice of Cbarac- 
ter. A Man cannot nt to a 

F 4 Level 


. 


1 . r 
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| Level with; an. Adultreſs, ll * 
4 bas forſaken bis Poſt in Battle 
1 Courage is the malt Point * 
We Honour —Chaſtly, de female. 

| 1 a Mart's committing Ad. 

| | tery he runs no Riſk of de- 
1 frauding his younger Brothers, 5 
1 and Relations, of that Rank, 
[| [ or Fortune, to which, in Fai- Y 
1 lure of his having Iflue, they. 
i would have a Right. The Wo- 
i * "hy man, riſks every thing — gives 5 
o every thing. She, therefore, 
ö i ; whoſe Appetite, and | Paſſions, 
| ik are : fo much her Miſtreſs, as to 


force 


French: en 
a force her thus 1 e to 
5 give 1p, every thing to ſatisfy 
| # do am | thing, to which ſhe 
dan be prompted by her Paſ- 
ſons. It is. 1 this Resſon, 

that ©. without e Beauty 
185 unlovely, and Birth, con- 
temptible. Our Women of Fa a · 
ſhion ſhould be told, that when 
they ſwerve from Virtue, A 

higher they have been raiſed by 
neath the Level of Strand Strump- 
ets, In- as- much as the Sacri- 
fice, (which the  Wretches of 
the 
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56 On tht Danger 
the Streets made, on deviating | 
from Virtue, ) was 52 n 


Ne — they in Proportion, proved 
themſelves the % abandoned. 


422 


The good Breeding, now iu 
Faſhion, 
it's procuring ' from People f 
diſtinguiſhed Worth, and Ho- 
nour — the ſame apparent Regard 


is ruining us. By 


and Attention, 10 proſligate Cba- 
rafters — that are paid to thoſe 


hoſe Lives are unexceptionable == 


the virtuous, and vicious — the 
reſpectable, and abandoned are 
put on a Level, What an En- 

| courage- 


- 


1 
? 


couragement to bad C haracters I 


What a. Diſcauragement to the 


good! — 1 10 Diſtinction due 
to Merit? No mark of Diſap- 
sen di dn 6.45 
How can we wonder that pub- 
lic and private Virtue are turned 
out of Doors? 


We have every Symptom of 
a State running headlong to De- 
ſtruction. The adventitious Gifts 


— and, thus — REPUTATION 
is at NO PRICE. 
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PART THERE SECOND. 


CHAP. 
On the Neceſſity of this Publica- 


I, 


tion, in Defence of female Virtue.” 
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UT though the Mode of 
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Parents 


ſuch 


have been found 


Parents of Irreligion, Vice, and 
Impudence yet their Operation 
on the Conduct of our Women, 
is weak — ſcarce worth mentipn- 


ing, when put in Competition with 
the Effects, that are produced 
by the abominable Cuſtoni of 
em ploying . Men - Midwives, The 
former — breaking Ground at a 
Diſtance — and by regular | Ap- 
_ proaches winding it's Way — bat- 
ters, and undermines the De- 
fences = but the latter — 
SCALING THE WALLS AT 
ONCE, ſtorms by a Coup de 
MAIN — and the CITADEL, 
251 3 


already IN THE HAND of 4 


Enemy, is left entirely a, bs 
DISCRETION. 


Really the e of employ- 
ing Men- Midwives, uhneceſſarily = 8 
is ſo flagramly in Breach of. 
Modeſty and Delicacy ® — aps 


It has become ſo much the Faſhion 
-to make Uſe of the Word Delicacy, when £ 
Modefly is intended to be expreſſed by _ 
it — that Habit reconciles many, to the 
underſtanding Delicacy in that Senſe, which 
it could by no means otherwife expreſs.” 
Modeſty, and Delicacy, mean two very | 5 
different Things. To be 3 „ is in- 
finitely more culpable, than to be fad. 
licate. Indelicacy, is much too gentle a 
wn it does not convey the proper 
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peats—ſo- ABANDONED on it's 
very firſt View — that if ic were 


Meaning. A Woman may be immodeft, Ko 
without being indelicate—and ſhe may be I 
indelicate, without being immodeſt. How, 
then, can Delicacy, be with Propriety ſub- 
ſtrated for, Mode? — It would be 15. 
delicate for a Woman to come down to 
Breakfaſt, with her Night-Cap, and Bed- 
Gewn on — but not immodeff, It would 
be indelicate for a Woman to talk of the 
Operations of Phyfic, in groſs Terms, be- 
fore Company but at immodeft. It would 
be indelicate for a Woman to go to à cer- 
tain Houſe in a Garden, before Men 
but nat immodeſil, On the other Hand, 
it would be immodeſt for a Woman to 
admit, or take, indecent perſonal Liberties 
but ot indelicate., A Woman is immo- 
deſt, when the goes to Bed te a Man, 
who is net her Huſband — but not inde. 
licate, | There are Acts, which are at the 
ſame Time, both indelicate and immodeſ 

Bu not 


deſy, and Delicacy, are at once violated. 
Since the World has been ſo ſtrangely led 


* Onithe Nerifijiaf 


not for the Eaſe, - and EF. 
FRONTERY with which we ſee 
it daily practiſed by fo — 
Women — and the aſtoniſhing, 
Indifference with which we find | 
it permitted by cheir Huſbands 
— one would abſolutely think it 
as needleſs to uſe any Argue 
ments to expoſe” it, as to write 
* Treatiſe to prove that Women 


| The: Liberties chen by s Man-Midwiſey 


prior to Labour — are immodeſt, but noe 
indelicate — but during Labour — both M˖. 


by Faſhion, to miſapply - Delitacy, for M 


defly—it was neceſſary Ie e,, 
nme 
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who commit Adultery, ae not | 


chaſte ! 
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The cody Way we Can chari- 
tably account for the prevailing 
Cuſtom is, by concluding that 
our Women are ignorant. how 8 
much Modeſty and Ditpcy are * 
violated during the Attendance I 
of Men — and that they are de- i 
ceived by an Idea that Men are 
ſafeſt, In Juſtice to their Huſ- 
bands; too, we - muſt ſuppoſe 
their ſeeming Indifference, pro- 
ceeds from the ſame Cauſes, Af. 
ter having once ſubmitted o 
6 the 
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the ſhameful Violations, Women 
ſubmit to them again, becauſe the 
Opinion of the peculiar Safety of 
Men, flill continues — and the 
Breach in Modeſty having beet 
already made, they feel the lels 
ſhame from the Idea of a Re- 


It is intended by the fol- 
lowing Pages, therefore, to con- 
vince modeſt Women, that ex- 
Men 
are not only unneceſſary, but re- 
ally not ſo ſafe. as experienced 
onen and that the Prac- 
| rice 


cept in very ſingular Caſes 


this Publications 3 


tice is repugnant to every - Idea 
of Modeſty, Delicacy, and De- 
cency. Indulging ſtrange Men in 
ſuch Familiarities, infallibly blunt 
thoſe fine Feelings, which are a 
ſtrong Guard to Virtue. 


To thoſe who are prejudiced, 
or have no Senſe of what is 
due to female Modeſty—I fay 
nothing. There are People on 
whom Arguments are thrown 
away, I write not to the Winds. 


vill be ſaid by the Friends 
of the male Praftice, that © this 
| 1 


8 6 On the Neceſſig * 

« is not fit to be read by mo- 
e deſt Women, ” They have ; 
nothing elſe to ſay. It is their 
dernier Reſort. Unable to de- 
fend their Practice, they have. 
nothing for it, but, if poſſible, 
to prevent, theſe Objections be. 
ing attended to. Thoſe Gentle- 
men and Ladies, whoſe Japerat: 
zundant Modeſty may lead them 
to think this, unfit to be read 
by a modeſt Woman in her 
Cloſet — (only becauſe it endea- N 
vours to paint ſuch a Picture 


of the Practice, as may induce 


her to reſolve not to adopt it-) 
ſhould. 


© this Publication” 35 
ſhould recolle& that the Fea» 
tures of the original muſt be 
diſtorted, indeed—if only a faint 
Copy be thus diſguſting. Their 
great Regard ' for Modeſty, it 
ſeems, would lead them to' ſuf- 
fer a virtuous young Woman to 
precipitate herſe}f into the moſt _ 
immodeſt, indelicate, dangerous 
practice througb gnorance ef the 
Violations to which ſhe muſt Jab. 
mit, and the Danger ſhe may 
741 — rather than give her the 
neceſſary Information of both, in 
the moſt decent Terms by: which 
ſhe can be convinced of her Er- 
G3 _ 
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ror, and ſaved from certain Pat. | 
lution! — f 
If a modeſt Woman thinks 
a Man-Midwife, more ſafe than 
a Woman — how can ſhe be 
convinced of her Error, if no 
one points out the Dangers at. I 
tending their Practice? — If we 
Point out the Dangers attending 
their Practice, how is it poſſible to 
avoid being explicit on thoſe Heads, 
in which the Danger conſiſts ?—If 
a modeſt Woman intends to em- 
ploy a Man-Midwife, becauſe ſhe 
1s 5 of the groſs Viola- 
tions | 


Ib Publicatiun. | 89 


tions that enſue—how can ſhe be 
diſſuaded from her Purpoſe, if 
no one places thoſe Violations in 4 
ſiriking Light? We have no al- 
ternative, but either to point out 
the Dangers - and the Violations 
in Colours that are likely to make 
an Impreſion—or fail in the Pur- 
poſe for which we urite?— This 
Book, therefore, ſo far from be- 
ing improper for modeſt Women, 
is particularly neceſſary for their 
Peruſal—unleſs Parents and Huſ- 
bands would rather wiſh their 
Wives and Daughters to BE 
actually polluted, (by the moſt im- 

G 4 modeſt 


go On the Neceſſity of 7 
medeR- Liberties and Familiarities, 
of which Imagination can form 
an Idea — ) than have thoſe 
Wives and Daughters diſſuaded 
from employing a Man-Midwife, 
*by being ſhewn how unneceſſary 
he is — how much Jeſs ſafe than 


a Woman — and how repugnant 
his Practice, is, to Modeſty. 


If a Lady — by having inad- 
vertently ſtrayed into a too re- 
tired Spot, were on the Brink 
of being carried away by Men, 
who intended to Defile her the | 
Moment ſhe was in their Power 


and 


this Publication. r 
and if a Gentleman, ho 
happened to be bathing not far 
off, flew inſtantly to her Aſſiſt. 
ance, and by that Means re- 
ſcued ber | from the impending Dan- 
ger — would that Lady's Huſ- 
band or Father, rather wiſh 
that his Wife or Daughter had 
been actually polluted by her Af 
ſaulters — than ſaved from that 
Pollution by that Gentleman, 
merely becauſe he had not waited 
till he had put on thoſe Cloaths, 
which would have delayed him 
too long to have been in Time 
to reſcue ber? — I ſhall put 

on 
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on every Garment that the Exi- 
gency of the Moment will per- 

mit — but I will not wait for 

ſuch covering, as would render 

my Effort uſeleſs. 
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CHAP. U. 


How very ſeldom 2 Man- Midwife 
it neceſſary. 


T has been allowed by the 
ableſt Anatomiſts, that La- 
bour is Nature's Work. If the 
Aſſiſtance of Men-Midwives were 
requiſite, the World could never 
have been peopled. To ſuppoſe 
any 
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any more Art neceſſary, than 
what can be taught by Expe- 
rience — would be to arraign the 
Goodneſs and - Wiſdom of the 
Almighty. In England, the Cuſ- 
tom of employing Men, is only 


of modern Date. It is but late- 5 
ly that our Women became ſo 
depraved. For the Honour of 
the female Character be it ſpoken 
Leven in London—in the midſt. 
of the reigning Depravity, there 
are many Ladies of the firſt 
"Rank, who employ Women — 
and ſuch a Number have their 
own Sex to aſſiſt them, that En- 
| courage 


Man: Midwife ts neceſſary. 98 


couragement is given for. ſome of 


the Profeſſion to keep, ; elegant 
Carriages. There are Women | 


who make above 1000l. a year 
by their Practice. 1 have no 


doubt but many Women are led . 


to employ Men, through Igno· 


rance that there are Mid wives of 


ſuch Eminence in London. Yet, 
even Eminence is not abſolutely 
neceſſary — ſince, if it were, 
what would become of the Mil. 
lions whoſe Aſſiſters are no other- 
wiſe qualified for the Employ- 
ment, than by the Knowledge 
which. they derive from .a little 


Expe- | 
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96 Hot very 2 42 
Experience? — in act, Exper- 


ente is the beſt luſtructor. Art 
is too apt to encroach on . 
ture—and where the Province is 
Nature for once that Art may | 
be of Service, it will nine hun- 
dred Times do Miſchief, Even 
Doctor Smellie ſays, that For 
4 further Illuſtration, and to in- 
form young Practitioners that 
* difficult Caſes do riot frequent= _ 
c ly occur, ſuppoſe, of three 
* thouſand Women in one Town 
4% or. Village, one thouſand ſhall - 


! 


4 


* Vol. I. Pages 199 and 200. 
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uns- nuf, is neeſuy 95 
ebe delivered in the Space of 
one Year, and # nine bun- 
% fred and ninety of theſe Births, 
e the Child ſhall be born without 
any other than common AF 
“ ſiſkance. ” What is to be u 9 
derſtood by conmon A ſliſtance ? 
obvious - - ſuch Aſſiſtance 4s ne 
Country female Neighbour can 
afford another. And even of che 
remaining ten, the odds are great, 
that that there will not be nge : 
which . the en Ea 


A ſharp eee uſed hy” Men- 45 
Midwives to I a - Child in the 


ad. * is ce 1 Cast, in 5 
which the manual Afliſtance of 4 >» 
Man, can be requiſite, provided f 
there be a Woman of Emi- 


nence employed. When an Oe. 
ration is to be performed — and 
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chat Operation is to be dong 4 
out of ſight, indiſputably a Mag F 
becomes neceſſary. But even in 5 
this Caſe, it is not the Afviſt- + 

ance of eyery common Apocatl 6: 
cary, who chuſes to write N 


„% Man-Midwife 15 over his Does 
that will avail — it muſt be 
ſome Akilful | Surgeon — or the 
Woman had better, and with in | 

finitely» 


4% 
* 


aueh 1ef Riſe, = ter Chance | 
than be ſaved from immediate 
Death (and that far from cer- 
tain) 00 probably only to have 
1 entailed on her, 
for! 4 * ear or two of 2 miſe- 
rable Lite, Dr. Smellie adds, 
in the next Page, that next 
78 Year, let us ſuppoſe- another 
< thouſand Women delivered in 
« the ſame Place; un above 
« rte, fix, or eight, rs oy 
extraordinary Aſiſtanca; 
the extraordinary Alliance requi - | 
ſite for theſe three, ſix, or eight, 
out of the thouſand, is only 
E- - 5 . 
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too How ux flu 8 
loch, as every: Midwvife'of the, 
deaſt eminence, is qualified: @ 
afford- 1 Kaon 1 Lady who. 
N as. 'eroſs a Labour E 
ever occurred — and, notwich· 


kundig, ws as ſafely de 


by ot firſt, Min in Loss 
don —ſhe' had. only a common 
Mid wife, in a Country Ton, 
two hundred Miles from London. 

EH ſbe had employed 2 Mau, ir 
is fifty to one the Child would | 
have been Crotcheted — that in 

murdered — and the Lady, moſt. 
probably, wounded or torn ! ms | 


due; Ane is — 101 
Ho can che Aſſiſtance elf Nen, 


be neceſſary when even 4 Mas 
Midwife of ſuch Eminence as 
Dr. Smell; e confeſſes that in 
TWO THOUSAND: Labem, 
there ſhall only. „% 'TWENTY- 


which require! am other Ae, 
4 1e ee e 


ata er Show: be n 
hen, even eighteen” .of thoſe - 
twenty, are deemed laborious, any 
becanſe abe Mane of turning, 
and bringing by the Feet is ro- 
quiſite—which every Woman of 
Experience is as able to perform. 

= CO 
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202 Hiew very ſeldm a 
as any Man in London? 
There cannot be a greater Er- # 
ror than that the Knowledge of | 
Anatomy * neceſſary for any. 
Caſes, but that - unhappy , one 
in many thouſands, where the 
Child muſt be killed in the 
Womb. Every Woman of Ex- 
perience muſt know the Situation 
of the Parts in which ſhe is to 
operate. They are ſo plain, and 
obvious, ſbe cannot miſs ber way 
—and if the Child is to be 
turned—there needs no Knowledge 
of Anatomy to diſtinguiſh _ an 
Hand from a Foot—or an Head 
from 


au, dus is 22 10 3 


from any other part — by the 
feel. Her Road is fo plain be- 
fore her, that ſhe cannot miſtake 
it. An eminent Man-Midwife to 
my Knowledge, went much fur- 
ther in his Computation = 
Dr. Smellie has done — for 

declared, after a Practice of Tix 
ty- ſix Years — that he had never 
met with even a- fingle Caſe, in 
which a Woman of Fxperience 
might not have done the Buſi- 
neſs, as well as he could. I. 
know a Midwife, too, who has 
brought. above fix» | thouſand 
Children into the World, and 
Ny. 7: on 


— * 


— En 0 
N A 
A 
. 


* 
s k 1 
4 wa 
* 4 
2 - 4 8 
„ "og 2 * / & * * 

* « 4 
. _ L 
" „ g 
au i 7 


——— ” ES 


104 - How very % e 
e nt wh} a Cate, hat 206: 
e a Man. x4 

+448 
of the Faculty, who have Wow. 
men to deliver their own Wives? 
— I could Name 'a Score, Is 
it to be ſuppoſed that they would 
employ Women, if they thought 
Men ſafeſt ? — Have bey. le 
Affection for their Wives, thaw 
other Men? or are ibey to be 
conceived uninformed on the fake. 
je? — The Man-Midwife of. 
greateſt Eminence in London, 
has a. Brother, who is as Emi» 
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Man-Midiwife ts neceſſaty. 105 
nent a Surgeon.” The Wife of 
the latter, employs a Woman. 
can ve require further Proof 
that Men are unneceſſary? — 
would it not be Time enough 
to employ 4 Man, when the 
Caſe is found to be ht ONE 
in many --#houſands, that required 
it ? It has been ſhewn that the 
moſt celebrated Men+ Midwives 
have computed, that out of two 
thouſand Labouts, only twenty 
ſhall require more. than common 
Aﬀſiſtance =» than what Right has 
any Woman to imagine that ſhe 
is not to be among the one 

H4 thou- 
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106 How very ſeldom a {I 
thouſand nine hundred and cighty; | 
of the two - thouſand ? — Yet, 
if, for Arguments ſake, we 1 were 
to let the Chances be equal, (u. 
ſtead of nineteen bundred and eighty 
againſt twenty ) ſhould not fe. 
male Modeſty turn the Scale, | in 
Favour of a Woman — Nay, if 
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the Chances were even reverſed 
— and inſtead of being nineteen 
hundred and eighty to twenty, 
that the labour Pains, | unaſſiſted 
will do the Buſineſs — we. admit 
that it is nineteen hundred and 


eighty, to twenty, that a Man 


will be requiſite — ſhould not a 
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Man-Midwife is meceſſary 107 
modeſt Woman be” ſatisfied with 
having a Man in waiting, ready 
— and rather take the Chance 
that ſhe may be one of the 

twenty, in two thouſand, than 


pre- reſolve on expoſin g her Per- 
ſon, wantonly, in a ſcandalous 


Manner, to a ſtrange Man, be- 
fore ſhe knows that her Caſe is 
to require it? — How much, 
then, do thoſe Women deſerve 
to be ſhamed, and pointed 
at, in every Company — who, 
ſetting all Decency at Defi- 
ance, pre-reſolve to employ a 
Man though the Chances are 

many 
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Men-Miduives — vhere unneceſſary. 
nt fo fafe. as Vmm. 


- * 
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WIS H to be abvays © un- 

 . derſtood to be arguing, only 
ment of a Man-Midwife. Thete 
are particular Situations, in which 
a Woman may be taken in the 
Coun- 


110 Men naturally diſqualified. 
Country, in the Jaſt Months of 
Pregnancy — which — if 'm Wo. 
man of Eminence be at Hand—ih-" 
diſputably require the Aſſiſtance 
of a Man — Ff a Man be near, 
whoſe Character for Humanity, and 
Prudence — as woll as for Skill in 
bis Profeſſion is unqueſtionable ado 
but if only a common Country © 
Man-Midwife, be within Diſtance 
— the Lady had infinitely better 
truſt to Nature, and take her 
Chance, than riſque being ruined 
by an ignorant Pretender to 
Knowledge. Or—if unhappily, 
a Caſe in many thouſand, ſhould _ 
be 


Men naturally diſqualified. 111 
be the Woman's Lot — then — 
though the moſt eminent Midwife | 
in the Kingdom, were preſent, I 
would be the firſt to adviſe 
ſending for a Man. Is theſe 
Caſes, every Objection is obviated. 
No Modefty is violated. But 
when Men are unneceſſary, they 
frequently. do Miſchief, which an 
experienced Woman would avoid. 


It is impoſſible in the very 
Nature of T hings, that a Man 
can be as cool as a Woman. 
His Sex renders it impoſſible. 
To imagine otherwiſe, is either 

=> | _ 


un lie naturally difuatfal. 
to be very little acquainted with 
the Nature, and Feelings of a 
Man — or very ignorant of what 
paſſes on fuch Occaſions. Let 
fome Men - Midwives pretend 

what they will, certain Freedoms 
muſt produce certain Conſequences, 

— til the Nature of Things 
change — and natural "Cauſes ceaſe 
to produce natural Effids. 1 
ſpeak of that Circumſtance, in 
this Chapter, only as it may af⸗ 
fect the Woman's TY -- * 


kf a Woman hay: in imminent 
Danger, indeed — owing to her 
| being 


Ws 


being YRS one of the very 
few who require a Man-Midwife 


— then the "Man's Thoughts 


unleſs he were w than buman, 
would be ſo entirely engroſſed 
by the poor Woman's great 
Danger, as to leave no Time 
no Vacancy, for other Ideas to 


enter. In thoſe numberleſs Caſes, 
on the contrary, where an ex- 


perienced Woman is ſufficient, 1 
is impoſſible but that a Man's 


Thoughts muſt rove, while every 
Part ef ptetty Woman is e. 


poſed to: his uncontrouled Free- . 
den be en at the fame 
2A Of | 5: 8 | Nine | 


n 
ws 
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114 Men naturally duals, 
Time that foe is in 10 Danger - — 
and that a Woman could have 
done as well, if bis fair Patient 
| bad bad Modeſty enough to induce 
ber to employ one. $1708 


But Men- Midwives, in - ge- 
neral, * pretend that the Situa- 
tion in which Women then are, 
prevents the Difference of their Sex 
being capable of producing it 
* There * many, however with have 
been honeſt enough to - confeſs that 'they 


have been inflamed to the higheſt | Ne» 
gree poſſible, The Thing ſpeaks | itſelf, 
Decency will not permit me to relate 


the Efe# that has been. produced. by it. 
natural 


m 


Men naturally difqualifed: 16 
natural Efeds on their Thoughts 
and Paſſions. They pretend, too, 
that the Number of Women | 
who paſs through their Hands, 
tends hkewiſe to render them 
inſenlible. | 


Now — with reſpect to the 
firſt — the Pretenee can impoſe . 
on none who are the leaſt in! 
formed on the Subject. Women 
are very frequently in what may 
be termed Labour, for a Day or 
two before the Birth, and per- ; 
haps. more — and- yet, -notwith- 
| 18 ſtanding. 
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116 Mer naturally abe 


Hours, that render it neceſſury 


to have their Aſſiſtant with them, 


* 1 £3 
4 


_ Ganding, gte well enough- to 
walk about — ſit at Table with 
Company — in every reſpect ha 
ſame as to their Perſons, as they » 
were before the Midwife was. 
ſent for. Nay—in almoſt. every z 
Caſe, they have Pains for ſome 


to be ready, (not knowing the 


Inſtant when the Labour. max 


come on. in earneſt —) at the 


ſame Time that they are not in 


chat Kind of Labour, that can 
render their Perſons leſs capable 


of 


Mei. notarally alba 117 


of exciting natural Senſations, "in. 
one en len Sex. — 


And with n to the Pre- 
tence, that the Number .of Wo- 
men with . they take Liber. 
ties, prevent their being affeaed 
by them— this is a8 abſurd as 


* If otherwiſe, how came it that a Man- 
Midwife of great Practice in this Town, 
examined a Woman of Faſhion, y zhe 
Touch, and yet thought her Labour ſo 
diſtant, that he left her — and the Child 
was born, notwithſtanding, before the Doc» 


ſent after— but not found, till an Hour 
after the Birth! —— What a Situation 
for a Woman to be in, for an Hour! 


I 2 the 


tor's Carriage bad driven five Minutes _ 


118 Men naturally diſqnalifed.”. 
the other ſince if taking 9 Lis. 
berties with a great Number of | 
Women, prevents their produc». 
ing natural Effects, ' the wild | 
young Men. of - London would not 
live as they do. It is the very 
Variety that makes the Number 
of no Conſequence. Every new 


— — She was in Labour, when the 
Doctor touched her — but ſo little did 
Things appear to him in that State, that, 
he left her. This proves that a Woman 
may be—and generally is — in ſuch La. 
bour as to require the Preſence of her 
Aſſiſter, for Hours prior to the Birth 
though ſhe may not be, and ſeldom is, in 
a Situation that can counteract the na- 
tural Feelings of a male Aſſiſtant. 


Woman 


* 

10 * 
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f 
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Men naturally diſqualifed 219 
Woman; raiſes 4 new Idea. Does: 

a Man's being called a Doctor 
— and his perhaps wearing a. 
great Wig — alter that Nature 
which he received from God? 
— If be be in Health, can he go 
to a, pretty young Woman of 

Faſhion, and proceed immedi - 
ately to take what Freedoms he 
pleaſes 5 and yet remain as un- 
moved as if he were handling 
a Block of Marble?! - . -- -+ 
She is, now and then in Pain, 
it is true — but ſhe has Inter- 
vals — and can he help ſeeing 
the Perſon with whom he is ſo 


I 3 free 


120 Mr natur ally difualifed. 
free — can he help hinking who. 
ſhe is — and what be is about ? 
— A Man-Midwife is not 4 
Piece of Wood! The Dose 
does not diveſt him of the Man. 
But can any Perſon be ſimple 
enough to imagine otherwiſe? ! 


— have not too many Midwife 
Doctors been detected in ctim. 
con. with their favourite Ladies, 
to render Argument on this 
Head neceſfary ?— Was not Doc- | 
tor Morley, the famous Man- 
Midwife of his Day, detected | 
with Mrs. Biker ? — Have not 
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Danger from Dela 121 
But do we want Inſtances 
Men-Midwives have the Senſas. 
tions natural to their Sex? 


* But” it will be ſaid, what 
« ſignifies their Feelings? How 
* can their Paſſions being in- 
« flamed, endanger a Woman' 8. 
Safety?“ - leads them 10 
handle, unneceſſar tly-— under Pre. 
tence of dilating the Paſſage. It 
leads them to uſe ſo much Frie- 
tion, prior to Delivery, that the 
Parts are pre diſpoſed to inflame. 
It cannot be wondered if the 


great Diſtention that attends the 
1 Birth 


% 


122 — el Dein. 


Birth, produces an Inflammation 


in Parts that have been DIGI 
T ATED, perhaps for Hours.“ 
Dighatios will certainly dilate for 


* Smellie, Vol. I. Page 5 66 The 08 
&« externum (Entrance of the Vagina) 
© muſt be gradually opened by introducing. 
„ the Fingers one after another, in Form 
% a Cone, after they have lubricated 
« with Pomatum, moving and turning 
« them in a ſemicircular Motion, as they 
&© are PUSHED UP. If the Head 18 fo 
«© low down that the HAND cannot 'be 
10 introduced HIGH UP ia this Form, kt 
& the Parts be dilated by the Fingers 
„turned in the Direction of the Coc- 
« cyx, &. &. &c, —— Muſt not this 
unnatural Friction inflame, and excoriate | 
Parts of exquiſite Senſibility — and ren- 
der the, Diſiention afterwards, apt to occa- 


the 


Danger” from: — 123 
the A as it muſt in- 
flame, in a greater, or leſs De- 


gree — it - abſolutely indiſpaſes the 


Parts 9 885 nn Wannen 


ſion an 3 —That ogy is 
Danger of this, is proved by the follow- 
ing Extract. Vol. I. Page 225—Smellie. 
« Alſo in lingering Caſes, when the 
«© Woman is weak, the Head large, or 

tei the Pelvis narrow, you may afliſt the 
6 Delivery by gently Tis both the 
T os externum and 1nternum ” (the out- 
ſide Entrance, and Mouth of the Womb) 
&« with your Fingers, in Time of the 
„ Pains, which will encreaſe the ſame, 
eas well as dilate; but this is only to be 
« done when abſolutely neceſſary, and with 
% Caution, for fear of INFLAMING 
©« and LACERATING the Parts“ 
by which, * Women of TO 
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124 Danger from Digitation, 


L and thus counteraffs the very 


Purpoſe of the Friction. Nature a 
never intended that Women | 


ſhould be thus zeized, and d- 


dled with, while ſhe is diſpoſing 


every thing by gentle, Degrees, 
for the wonderful Act, wbicb 


loſe their Lives! — What Folly is it to 
run ſuch a Riſk, when, by ſupporting 
with Broth, Reſt, and Laudanum—the 
lingering Labour would be found to be 
kindly intended to dilate, by gentle Degrees, 
Parts that could not, without Danger, in 
her particular Situation, be more ſudden- 
ly diſtended, without Hazard. The med-_ 
ling Man-Midwife, too often pretends to 
direct Nature! The fooliſh Woman, who 


needleſsly employs him, often ſuffers by it. 


foe 


Danger from Digitation. 128 
foe knows beſt how to perform. 
Every Pain has it's Office. In- 
terfetence, retards it's Effect. 
Men are every Way improper 
on ſuch Occaſions. | They are as 
unfit to handle an Infant, as zo 
digitate iis Mother. A Woman 
knows by Experience, the Tender- 
neſs, and | Senfibility of the 
Parts—ſhe therefore has a Sym- 
pathy, and fellow- Feeling for her 
Sex, of which a Man, by his 
very Sex, is incapable. A Wo- 
man, is naturally qualified for 
chat Office — for which, a Man, 
is as naturally incapacitated. In 


general 
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126 Men naturally diſqualified. 
general, the Hands of Women, 
are ſmall ſoft, delicate - he 
Hands of Men, large, hard, 
coarſe. The very Name, demon» 
ſtrates that their Office is un- 
natural, MAN - Mid - WIFE — 
is a Contradiction in Terms | -. 


It is a manifeſt Abſurdity ! — 


What can be more ridiculous ?— 
It implies a Thing, that is nei- 
ther a Man,” nor a Wife, 
but is ID “/ doth! --- = 
MAN -- mids - - - WIFE,” 
muſt conſequently e a Monſter 
in Nature!!! 


But 


Danxer attending the, Sc. 127 


But if there were no other 
Objection againſt Men, their un» 
fortunate Knowledge of Inftru- 
ments, ſhould be deemed ſuffici- 
ent. Men, know how to hafen 
the Birth — nay — to force It — 
and this unhappy. Knowledge, too 
frequently tempts them to hurry 
Matters — by which they -often 
do great Miſchief — and ſome- 
times, irreparable. To convince 
People who chuſe to be at the 
Trouble of making Uſe of their 
Senſes, I ſhall preſent them with | 
a few, Extracts from the Fourth 
Edition of Doctor Smellie's Trea- 


tiſe 


128 Danger altending le 1 
tiſe on the Theory and Practice 7 
of Midwifery, He was one of 
the moſt eminent Men-Midwives _ 
in Town, about twenty or thirty 
Years ago. When the Reader 
has finiſhed theſe Extracts, he 
will judge of the Miſchief that 
muſt have been done by Men 
— and whether it is poſlible that 
Women can be ſo ſafe in the 
Hands of Men, as in thoſe of 
their own Sex, 9 


Page 259, Vol. IL —< Even 
« in theſe Cafes, indeed, the laſt- | 
* Fillet, or a long Pair of For- 

1 ceps, 


Dee of Inflruments. | 129 
« ceps, may take ſuch firm 
% hold, that with great Force, 
and the ftrong Purchaſe, the 
« Head will be delivered: but 
4 fuch Violence is commonly fatal 
© to the Woman, by . caufing ſuch 
© an Inflammation, and, perhaps, 
© LACERATION of the . 
* man, as is attended with Mr. 
„ rjfication, ” 


Vol. II. Page 462. — © As 
e the Raſſſance was great, I gra- 
« dually encreaſed the Force, and 
though the F orceps ſlipped 
« ſeveral Times, I at laſt deli- 
« yered 


<« the Handles more firmly, and 


130 Danger attending the. 
e vered the Head, by graſping | 


e pulling up towards the pubis. 
6 But the Perinæum * as torn © 
< by the ſudden Delivery, becauſe. 


«1 did not then know how 195 
4 make the proper Turns, and 


c proceed in the flow and cauti 
«ous Manner which I have ſince 
< adopted. The Child's Head ö 


* ag ſqueezed into a longitudinal | 


« Form, flattened on the Sides, with 
* 4 deep Impreſſion on the Cranium 
« above the Ears ; and from an 


# 3 


* The e between the Page 
8 the Birth—and the Anus. 2 


Inden- 


f 
4 
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Up of Infruments.”. 131 
&« Indentation on the os frontis, by 4 
« Blade of the Forceps, which 
« had been fixed on that and 
« the Occiput, 1 diſcovered that 
the Ears were not to the 
“ Sides, as I had imagined,” 
Only think of putting up ſuch: 


an Infirument, (and in the Dar 
too | ) into ſuch 4 Place then 
fixing it to the unformed Scull 


of an unborn Infant graſp- 
« ing”. it (the Inſtrument ) firm- 
« Iy ” — and then pulling with 
« encreſed force © 1 1! - Think, 


too, of the great Danger of 


encloſing ſome Part of the Me oman. 
K in 


— 


2 4 £4 
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in the Forceps, at the Time” e 
they claſp the Child's Head [11 


----- How eaſily, thus in the 


Dark, might ſuch an Accident 


happen - -- - How many Inju- 
ries have been done by Men, 0 
the infides of Wombss 
Heavens ! The Idea makes ones 
Fleſh creep with Horror 


Vol. I. Page 255. — The 
« Diſadvantage attending all Nl. 
& lets, * is the Difficulty in in- 
1 troducing and * them: 


* Another Method of pulling Children 
out 2885 the Womb. 


ce Be 
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e and though this laſt is eaſier 


« applied than the others; yet 
« when the Vertex preſents, the 
« Child's Chin is ſo preſſed to 
e the Breaſt, - that it is often 
« impraRicable to inſinuate the 


« Fillet between them, and if 

it is fixed upon the Face orm 

« hind head, it frequently lid! 5 
« off, in pulling: but, granting OR 


ce it commodiouſly fixed, when 
„ the Head is large, or the 


“ Pelyis narrow, ſo we are 0b 


„ Aged to pull with great Force, 
« THE FILLET WILL GALL, 


oy and eves CUT. TO. T HE 2 


K 2 
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« VERY BONE, and if the 
«* Child COMES OUT ON{({A® 
« SUDDEN, in conſequence of u. 
ent pulling, ” (gracious Godt 
what an horrid Idea!) „ the ex. 
« ternal Parts of the Woman are 
«iy Donger of SUDDEN LA. 
* CERATION.” Such is the 
Danger — and ſuch the Uſe of, 
the Fillet. 


' 
__ 


Vol. II. Pages 465 and 406, 
After he had fixed theſe pro- 
<« perly” (the Forceps) © he tried 
6e ſeveral times, in vain, to bring 
<the Head lower, Finding hows 


« ever 


* * 
1 

; 

* 
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« ever that the Forceps did not 
« ſlip,” but kept a firm hold, he 
e reſolved to try and make one 
Effort more, and after pulling 
* with all bis Strength, and. mav- 
« ing the Handles of the For- 
« ceps over the Pubis, he got 
« the Head delivered; yet /nof 
©. qpithout bending backwards that 
* Blade of the Forceps, that Was 
« next to the Pubis. She was 
« delivered of à dead Child 
« about Noon.” It would have 
been a Miracle had ir been alive! 
The Woman * expired the next 
„Morning! — Think of a 

K 3 ſtrong 
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trong Man's pulling with all Mis 
Strength, with a pair of Forceps 
introduced far out of fight, and 
fixed to an Infant's tender Head! 
. No hear Dr. Smellies 
Anſwer to his former Pupil, the 
Man-Midwife, who had informetl 


* 
1 


him of this Brutality.— 


24 


« Sir — I received yours. of 
July the 16th—which I ought 
« to have anſwered before this 
« time: ſince you attended me, 
„ contrived the laft Forceps 
with ſhorter Handles, on pur- 
<- poſe that too great Force 

might 


2 


3 


Dee of Infruments, 137 _ 
might not be uſed, -- No doubr, 
« 7 fhould perhaps have” bee 
„ Zempted even 10 ie as great 
Forte as bu did when there was 
% good a Hold; but yet you 
® may confider HOW NMUN 
«* THE SOFT PARTS ORGA 
« WOMAN MUST--SUSFER, 
«BY THE BENDING Se 
« STRONG AN INSTRU- 
ce MENT AGAINST THEM, 
« AS, THE BLADE. YOU 
« SENT ME.” 


I take for granted I need in- 
ſtance no more Caſes, to con- 
| K 4 vince ' 


* 


138 Danger attending" the 
_ vince an unprejudieed Reader of 
the Danger of theſe abominabſe 
Forceps. Their very Nature; hot 5 
only enables a Man—but in the | 
Language of Doctor Smellie, 
tempis him to exert his Force, 
inconſiſtent with Safety. Hand, 
are the beſt, and moſt natufll 
Inſtruments. Is a Child to be 
jl "Zorn thus from the Womb? - 
i Horrible Idea ! — Satisfied that 1 
[| have tranſcribed enough to con» 
[| vince any reaſonable Perſon of the 
| Danger of Inſtruments, I ſhall. 
ſhock my Readers with no more 
ſuch inhuman Relationg—but re- 
fer 


\ 


TT 

F 
beds * 

= 


. 
* 
. 


Dee ef Inſtruments. 139 
fer whoever can remain uncon- 
vinced, to Dr. Smellie's two Vo- 
lumes. 


i it be ſaid that theſe Paſſages 
ſhould not be read by Women, 
becauſe they will, frighten them 
I anſwer, that there” is no occa- 
ſion for their being read by thoſe 
Women who do not intend to em- 
ploy a Man-Midwife, wantonly, be- 
fore they know that their Caſe is | 
one of many thouſand. But if a 
Woman does intend to employ a 
Man, notwithſtanding the Cuſtom 
is ſo indecent, and unnatural it ig 

better 


140 Danger attending the 
better ſhe ſhould be frightened, by 
reading this Book — than riſt being © 
injured, perhaps irreparably, in Parts | 
of the moſt, exquifite Senſibility. 


As it may be urged that For- 
* ceps. are never uſed, but in 
“ Caſes of Emergency ”—the fol- 
lowing Tranſcript will ſhew the 
contrary — ſince Dr, Smellie di- 
rects the Uſe of them, even 
when the Labour is natural, by 
the Head's preſenting fair. 


J. Page 265, — “ ben | 
© the Head preſents fair, wich 
Ei =... 
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the Forehead to the Sacrum, 
the Occiput to the Pubis, and 
« the Ears to the Pelvis, or a 
« little diagonal; in this Caſe, 
ce the Head is commonly pretty 
« well advanced in the Baſin, 
« and the Operator ſeldom mif- - 
carries in the Uſe of the For- 
„ 'ceps. Things being thus fitu- 
© ated, Jet the Patient be laid 
« on her back, her Head and 
* Shoulders being ſomewhat raiſed, 
* and the Br ch advanced a 
* little over the Side or Foot of 
« je Bed; while the Afiſtants 
« ſitting on each fide, ſupport her 

| 2 Legs, 
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„ Legs, at the ſame Time, "keep 
ing her knees duly ſeparated and 

* raiſed up 10 the Belly, and ber 

« lower Parts always covered 
with the Bed Cloaths, that ſne 
c may not be apt to catch Cold. 
« Theſe Precautions being taken, 

let the Operator place himſelf 

on a low Chair, and having 
* lubricated with Pomatum the 
„Blades of the Forceps, and 
<« alſo his right Hand and Fin- 
gers, ſide firſt the Hand gently 
into the. Vagina, puſbing it 
along in a flattened Form, be- 


* The Paſage for the Birth, 2 * 
« tween 
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« tween that and the Childs 
„Head, anti! the Fingers bave 
« paſſed the os internum; then, 
« with his other Hand, let him 
take one of the Blades of the 
e Forceps from the Place where 
< it, was depoſited, and introduce 
eit betwixt - his right Hand 
« and the Head; if the Point. or 
« Extremity of it ſhould ſtick at 
* the Ear, let it be ſlipt back- 
« wards a little, and then guid- 
« ed forwards with a flow and 
« deliberate Motion : when it. 
« ſhall have paſſed the os uteri”? 
(ous of the Womb) < let it be 
2 advanced 


144 Danger aſtending db 
advanced {ill farther up, until | 
<« the reſt at which the Blafles 
ec Jock into each other, be cloſe to 
< the lower _ Part of the Head, or 
u leaſt within an Inch thereof. 
« Having in this Manner 
* introduced one Blade, let him 
< withdraw his right Hand, and 
« infinuate his left in the ſame 
* Direction, along the: other ſide 
& of the Head, until his Fingers 
« ſhall have paſſed the os inter- 
* num; ; (Mouth of the Womb) 
« then taking out the other 
« Blade from the Place of CON- 
* * CEALMENT, with the Hand 
« that 


p - 
| 
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« that- is diſengaged, let it be 
applied to the other ſide of 
© the Child's Head, by the ſame 
« Means employed in introduc- 
« ing the firſt; then the left 
Hand muſt be withdrawn, and 
« the Head being embraced be- 
< tween. the Blades, let them be 
locked in each other. Having 
thus ſecured them, he muſt 
e take a firm Hold with BOTH 
« Hands, and when the Pain 
« comes on, begin to turn the 
* Head from Side to Side, conti- 
« nuing this Operation during 
« every Pain, until the Vertex 
cc appears 
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<« appears through the os exter- 


*« num, and the Neck of the 
„% Child can be felt with che“ 


1 Finger, below the 08 Pubis 3p, + i 


et at which Time, the Forehead 


ae, our the enen like. 


* a large Tumour ;- then tet bim 


« fland up, and raiſing the Han- 
* dles of the Forceps, PULL the 


„Head upwards alſo; and the 


« Forchead being turned half 
round upwards, the Perinæum 


<« and the lower Parts of the 08 


c externum, ” (the Entrance of 


the Vagina ) “may not be tore.“ 
Here we find that Nothing is 
left 


* 1 2 
— ought to be entirely her 


own — is taken quite out of ber 
Hands — and put into thoſe of 


a Man — who interrupts her in 
her Buſineſs, with »ftruments out 


of Sight .- And this, too, 
we have found, ever * when ibe 


« Head preſents fair 1" Can we 


conceive this long Operation car- 


rying- on, in the Dart, without 
trembling for the Woman, who 
lies expoſed to ſuch rough Hand- 
ling with Iron Forceps ?! - A 
Woman, oa the contrary — hap- 
pily ignorant of theſe. Methods to 

"He "oy 
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tear Children from the Womb 
and ſenſible of the Pains of IA. 
bour'— preſumes not to tum Ns 
ture out of it's Courſe, but ps 
tiently waits -the Moment whe 
1 ſhe is to aſſiſt, not with Blades of 
Steel, but Hands "which nan 
ber what ſhe nn and abe 

he is about? 


25 

But it may be ſaid that the 

Friends can always ob erre, 

Inſtruments are going to be uſed 

— and can prevent it. The 

following n proves the 
contrary. 


Vol. 
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Vol. I. Page 264. —* The 
« Woman being laid in a right 
« Poſition for the Application of 


the Forceps, the R/ades ought 


„% be PRIVATELY conveyed 
« between the 'Feather - Bed and 
„the Cloaths, at a ſmall Dif- 
« tance from one another, or on 
« each Side of the Patient: that 


this Conveyance may be the 


more eaſily effected, the. Legs 
« of the Inſtrument ought to be 
« kept in the Operator's fide 
« Pockets.” Thus provided, when 
« he fits down to deliver, let him 
« ſpread the Sheet that hangs 

WF > © over 
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If it be ſaid, that gough 15 
ſtruments can thus be concealed, 6 
yet there are a few who, have 
entirely laid them aſide — and 


\ 
'F 
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© over the Bed, upon "la Lap, 
and under that Cover, talæę 

cc and diſpoſe the Blades on each 
& Side of che Patient; ; by which 


« Means he will often be able 


* to deliver with the F oroeps 
« without their being perceived 
by the Woman herſelf, or any. 


of the Aſſiſtanes. 


. Pp. - 1 


that, therefore, their Practice is 
not liable to theſe Objections 


Men - Midwives not, Ge. 161 
J anſwer, chat thoſe who never 
uſe Inſtruments, bear a very ſmall 
Proportion to the Numbers who 
do. Beſides, if they do not uſe 


Inſtruments, yet. they all digitate, 
by way of dilating the Paſſage 


and the Danger of excoriating, or 


inflaming the Parts, by umeceſary, 
unnatural Prifion, is of itſelf ſuf. 
ficient to render their Practice 


not ſo ſafe as that of experts 
enced Women, | 


But ſuppoſe we were even to 


grant that there may be ſome 
few Men, who neither digitate, 
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nor uſe Inſtruments — __ 
what follows? — Why. all that 
can be drawn from it, is, that 
there are ſome few Men who are 
AS SAFE as Women ! — In 


* I believe that Doctor Hunter never 
uſes Inſtruments — for I have heard that 
he ſtrongly condemns the Uſe of the For- 
ceps, in particular — and that he incul- 
cates, that Labour is Nature's Work, This 
is greatly to his Honour, and he cannot 
be too much praiſed for it. I have 6 
high an Opinion of his Knowledge = 
Skill — Humanity — and Tenderneſs — 
that I cannot declare my Conviction that 
Men-Midwives are not /o ſafe as Women 
— without particularly excepting Doctor 
Hunter from the general Rule, I make 
no Doubt but that there may be ſome 
few others, whoſe Practice is equally ſafe: 


Caſes” 


Lat at Han. 174 
Caſes where there is no Danger, 
their Excellence conſiſts, in aft» 
ing, like an experienced Woman. 
May I not, then, beg leave to 
alk, why a modeſt Woman 
might not as well employ her 
own Sex, at firſt, ( till her Caſe 
has been found ta be One in 
many Thouſands) as. . wantonly 
pre-reſolve to have a Man, whe- 
ther neceſſary, or not — thougli 
that Man is to be afplaiided, 
and deemed. ſafe, only in Propor- 
lion as be is known to ati like 
a Woman of Eminence? 4 
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CHAP. IV. 


| Men-Midwives violate Modeſly =» 
and endanger Virtue, © 


XXV E have found, that except 
in very extraordinary Caſes, 
the manual Aſſiſtance of a Man- 
Midwife is unneceſſary — and that 
his Digitation, and Inſtruments, Ten 
der his Practice frequently produc- 
| tive 


tive of Miſchief. We are now to 
examine whether his Familiarities 
are conſiſtent with Modeſty De- 
ticacy — Decency — and whe- 
ther Conſequences are not likely 
to reſult from them, deſtructive 
of the Peace of Families - and 
fatal to Virtue, Es 5 $10 


There are many People who 
ignorantly imagine, that when 
Women are in Labour, their 
ſtuation is ſuch, as to render 
them inſenſible to every T hing, 
but their Pain. It is to this Jp» 
norance, that I in a great Mea- 
Ta {ure 
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ſure attribute the Eaſe with s 
which new - married Women re- 
concile their Minds to the Idea 
of having a Man- Midwife — and 
the Indifference with which 


their Huſbands acquieſce in their 


Choice, It is therefore neceſſary 
that both ſhould be undeccived, 


When thoſe regular Pains that 
indicate approaching Labour, come 
on —the Aſſiſter muſt neceſſarily 
be ſent for, as it is impoſlible 
to know the Moment of the 
Birth, When the Perſon arrives 
who is to aſſiſt, an Examination 


muſt. 


4 


— and endanger Virtue. 157 


muſt be made by the Touch, to 


know whether the Head: preſents 
fair. If the Examiner be a Wo- 
man, ſhe will be ſatisfied with 
knowing that all is right —and 
will patiently wait near her, to be 
ready to aſſiſt when the Birth 


approaches - · but if the Aſſiſter 


be a Man, his Examinations will 


be frequent, in order to digitate 


with Pomatum, under the Idea 
of dilating the Paſſage. 


In this Situation the Woman 
may be, from one, 'two, 'or three 
— to five, ten, twelve Hours, 

| or 


g PF 


158 Men-Midwives violate Modeſty 
or more—and if we except thoſe 
Moments, during which ſhe is 
under her periodical Pains, ſhe! | 
is juſt as well as before the La- 
bour ſeized ber. 1 know a Lady, 
who has often been for twelve 
Hours, ſo much in Labour, (in 
Pain, every eight, or ten Mi- 
nutes ) that the Midtoife could not 
have ventured to leave the H ouſe 
for a Moment — and yet, ſo litile 
in a- Situation to prevent her at- 
tending to every T bing around ber, 
that ſne came down Stairs, to 


Dinner — to Tea — and to Sup: 
per ſat at the Head of her own 
Table, . 


T able, with ſome Friends and 
was . | ders Bed T * 


< 


Now will any Perſon of the 
leaſt feeling for female Modeſty, 
55 that it is not Wor. violated 


Hours _ handling her, wbere · 


ever be pleaſes, and for as long as 


ze phaſes — during Moments, 


when ſhe is in a Situation to 


be. as ſenſible of the Violations, 
as at any Period of her Life? 
After the Birth, ſhe muſt be 
expoſed to this Man's Pew, 


too — 


"WE. 855 a n as - 
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t00/\=— as well as Touch if be 
Pleaſes , while diſengaging the _ 


Child, binding her round — and 
preparing her for Bed. 


I repeat it, does the Man's 


being called, Doctor — render thoſe | 


And there are of theſe Men, who, do 


* 


pleaſe. And — ſtrange Inconfiſtency ! there 


are Ladies who ſubmit to all theſe ſcan- 
dalous Expoſures, with ſurprizing Effron- 
tery — whoſe Modefly, notwithſtanding, 
would, 1 make no Doubt, be quite ſhock- 
ed, if, on getting off their” Horſe, or 
out of their Carriage, their P etticoats 
ſtuck, and diſcovered their Knee! ——— 
What a Farce! — They would pretend to 


be aſhamed to ſhew their Legs — and yet 


feel no Shame on ſhewing their * 


Liberties 
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Liberties = thoſe Expoſures — the 
1&6 Indecent? — Does it obliterate 
the Idea in ber Breaſt — does it 
obliterate the Idea in his— that 


ſhe is, a Woman —and that he 


is, a Man? Can it remove 


4 


thoſe natural Senſations, to Which 
it is no more in dur Power to | 


be infeable, than & 294 to our =} 
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And even though for 4 


ment's Sake, we were to 18] 
that no natural Senſations "are. J 
excited, at the Time — will it” be = . 
ſaid that chere is a Poſſibili ty 0 =. 
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prevent Recollettion, aaf 
When the Lady is recovered; can _ 
| he. look at her, without remem- | 5 
Zering ber Perſon, and the Liber- 1 
ties ſbe permitted him to take: with 
it!? — Can ſhe fee. him without 
being conſcious that be KNOWS , 
Ber 100- intimately Has not that 
Gentleman, then, a great many * 
Advantages, of which, : uf. - hg-* ; 
pleaſes, he may avail himſelf ? 3 
Has not the Lee, that | might have” - 
obſtructed his Way — not. only 5 
been broken, but melted ? — With 
him, "ſhe may violate 22 in 
deed — but, with bim, ſhe can 
"Hs not 


not violate Modeiy. Modeſty, 

has already been ſacrificed between 
them the Vidin has been 
conſumei and it's Smoke has been 
diſmpated by the Winds! 


| 


But this though Heaven 
knows it is enough! is very far 
from being all. The Women 
who employ Meng receive Viſits 
from them, at leaſt” during the 
laſt Fortnight, if not the laſt 
Month = and for the Month af- 
ter Delivery, Nay = nine, out 
of ten of them, either go to 
their Mid wife- Doctor, or ſend! for 

M him — 


164 Men-Midwives violate, Medely © 
him — ſome, at ſix Weeks after 
the ſuppoſed Conception — others, 
at two Months — three, four, 
five, ſix, or ſeven — to be in- 
formed if they are with Child? 
How far gone? Whether the 
Child lies right? Or if they 
are in Danger of miſcarrying? 
or, from various Motives, beſt. 
known to them, and their 5 dear 
Poctors ! „ 


Nothing is more common than 


for ſome of theſe Gentlemen to . 


be viſited by. ſeveral Ladies in 1 
a Day, to be ſatisfied on. theſe 
Heads, 


7 __ and endanger Viriue. 165 
Heads. A particular Friend of 
mine, (who is a good deal in 
Company with a Man- Midwife 
of great Practice y happened to 
be at à Doctors Houſe, one 
Evening, when no leſs than fix 
Women of Faſhion came in Chairs 
during the Courſe of it — to be 
informed whether they had ſuſ- 
tained any Injury by a Fright — 
occaſioned by, a high Wind. 
The Ladies were attended, one 
by one, in the Doctor's examin- 
ing Room — where it is to be 


* The Rooms allotted for theſe curious 
e are generally backwards 
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ſuppoſed he adminiſtered all, the 
Comfor t. chat Juch 4 Number 
coming upon him at once, enabled 
him, One of the Ladies Caſey, 
wi appeared to him, to te- 
quire more Attention, and  Conſala» 

tion, than the reſt— for he re- 
mained with her much longer: 


or up ſtairs, where they cannot be over- 
looked — but if they happen to be for- 
wards, and on the ground Floor, they 
are always properly obſcured by high 
Blinds — and the Curtain hangs, half way 
down, if neceſſary, The room is thus 
light enough to enable the Examiner to 
| fee the pretty Woman, - whoſe Privacits 
are the Subject of his Inquiries — and 
yet. the /erious Pair are as much n | 
as if they were „ e 


| than 


u alutir Virtue, 16} 
thati he had done with the bthets. 
At "atiother Time, 4 Lady cine 
twenty Miles from Town, to 4 
Friend Houſe id London, to be 
informed by the ſame Doctor, 
whether ſhe was with Child. 
the Doctor Kappened to be very 
buſy when he was informed of it it. 
h waf fred that the 2 
might go 1% Bid — and that the 
Doctor would be with her, in an 
Hour. The Lady obeyed — 
though in broad Day-lighr. The 
Doctor, in proper Time attended 
"her in her Bed Chamber — made 
the neceſſary | Examination. after 

. which 


5 1 
* 
Ft 

4 


168 Men-Miduives violate M 


which, the Lady was - Quite, Jai. 


fied. She was, however, not hb | 


Child — then — and, '( what N 
more extraordinary) has not been | 


ſince ! 


"Das a Man of any Politenely 
or even common Civility — pay 


ſo ill a Compliment to a pretty 


Woman, ( who has been pleaſed 


to indulge him with Liberty to 
be intimately acquainted with all 


her ſecret Beauties —) as 10 Jeem 


perfectly indifferent while ranging 


over them - - inſenſible to what 


would tempt an Anchorite? — 


— Can 


4 


e 
„ 3 


| 
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— Can he help admiring thoſe 
Charms which are unveiled to him, 


though hidden to the World — 
What an Opportunity for Excla- 


mation! What Subject for Rap · 
ture How much may a 
Man find to ſay on ſuch an Oc- 
caſion = - and yet he can | ſay 
fifty Times as much - -- ih- 


out ſpeaking a Word !'- - Can 


the Lady be offended if he dwell, 


on what ſhe is ſenſible” would 


warm, even under the frozen 


Pole“? 


* 


„What Bufineſs has a Man-Midwife — 
any more than a Phyſician — to attend 
M 4 But 


170 Men; Midwives vialate Modeſty 
But let us conſider | this” abo 
minable Practice in another Light.) 
Do not theſs very indecent | 
Familiarities with a Woman's 
Perſon — and repeated Admiſ- 
fion to her Dreſſing - Room, 
and Bed-Chamber — at Moments 
when no third - Perſon can be 


to whether his Patients are black, brown, 
fair, or red — have two Eyes, or one 
ſquint, or look ſtraight — are beautiful, 
or Frights?— And yet Iam informed, that 
there are, of theſe Gentlemen ſo cap- 
tivated by the Charms of a few (who 
are honoured by being ) Favourites, as to 
have their Pictures, in Miniature PHH 
ciaus never dream of having Pictures of 
the Ladies they Cure of Colds, Fevers, 
&c. becauſe - « - in curing theſe Diſorders; 


* 


preſent 


Opportunities to inſinuate himſelf 
has had any little private Dif- 
ference wich her Huſband, or 
Family, will it not be viſible in 
her Manner? And can the Man, 
who in gs repreſemns th 


their Paſſions remain unalſected. The Dif 
ference of Sexes, excites no thrilling Sen- 
ſations. The FEELINGS of Men- Md. 
wives, on the contrary — intereſt them 
more DEEPLY IN their Patients, The 
Midwife - Doctors are more /enfible that 
their Patients, are Women - - and they 
would not have been deſirous of their Pie- 
tures, if they had not been reminded by 
 Natare that, * are - - Men. 


Confeſſor 
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Confeſſor of Popiſn Countries, 
be ſo very deficient in his At- 
tentions, as not to ſeem concerned 
at her Melancholy, and anxious 
to know the Cauſe ? — Or is it 
lkely that ſhe — who has no 
Secret concerning her Perſon, con- 
cealed from him — will conceal 
what affects her Mind? Is 
not ber Midwife-Dotor ſo near 


* Like the Confeſſor, he muſt have ad- 
miſſion, at all Times, and in all Places. 
Like the Confeſſor, he is certain of not 
being interrupted — fince, *till Permiſſion 
be given, no Perſon, not even the Huf- 
band, can approach the Room, if the 
Englift Confeſſor be in Private with his 
ay | 


her 


her Heart, that ſhe cannot ſpeak 
of him, without Emotion? — 
Does ſhe not colour when he is. 


mentioned ? — Can, ſhe term 
him by any Epithet, 1c tender 


W “dear? . 
a dear Man, then, be in her 


Confidence? The. Moment any 
Man on Earth, is ſo much in 
the Confidence of a Married Wo- 
man, as to be entruſted with her 
private Differences, Quarrels, &c. 
he is ſeated in the Huſband's: 
Throne - - - his ſacred Rights are. 
infringed - - - he. no longer holds 


that Place in her Heart, which 
he 
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be alone ſhould fill. The Mn. 
ing Forceps can PINCH | B 
(as well as ber) in the rmdereft 
Part — and TURN bis Wifts 
Aan, with more Eaſe, than he 
can the ch in ber n 
Such a Train of Evits attend 

the Practice, that it is impoſſible 
but that every good Mind muſt 


| approve this Attempt ts Sbame out 


Women out of it. Shall Scenes 
be deemed too bad to be. expoſeil 
on Paper — and not too bad to 
be afed? — Can Pictures be 
improper for the $treets—that are 

deemed 


— aud endanger Virtue. 
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deemed fit for Ladies - Drefling- 


Rooms? — I repeat it again and 
again, that the Immodeſty lies, 
not in me, who relate — not 
in me who paint — but in thoſe 
Ladies who pretend to. Modeſty, 
and get ſuffer the Relation to be 
true, and the Likeneſs 10 be ftrik> 
ing, If our Women — holding 
the Sentiments of Mankind at 
Defiance — impudently continue 
the Practice in the Face of Day 
— ſhall we not try to force up 


one Drop of modeſt Blood into 


their ' Checks, if one can be 
found in their Whale Frame? — 


Really 


A : l 
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176 Men Midwives violate Mag 
Really Faſhion is fo much every 
thing, that if ſome Diſcourage- 
ment be not ſhewn to ſuch an 
abandoned Conduct, I ſhall not 
be ſurprized if at laſt, quitting 
the Privacy of the Bed-Chamber, 
and Dreſſing- Room, it ſhould be = 
brought upon the Stage — and 
even Harlequin's Mother refuſe 
to yield Birth to her Son, unleſs _ 
conformable to the Faſhion of 
the Times, ſhe be indulged in 
having a Man-Midwife as well as 
her Grace — and we ſhould live 
to ſee ſome Pantomime open 
with the Conjuration of a Man- 
a 


a 
id —— — 


© and eue Views,” ib 


-Mideife, flying on 4 Broomflick - 
from my Lady's Bed Chamber, in. 


to the Glare of a Public Theatre, 
to bring Harlequin into Action for 
our Entertainment. 


Since nothing has been able 
to affect our Women, let Doc- 


tor Smellie appear in Evidence 
to prove the Freedoms to which 


they admit Men- Mid wives. 1 


wiſh to make them Bluſh, even 
at the Idea of employing a Man. 


Modeſty, had infinitely better 
bluſh in Safety in the cloſet, 


while alone — than bluſh in Dans 
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wen under the Viſitation of « Maps 

f 

5 Door Smellie, Vel. I. Pag: 

N 184, 185, 186, 187, 188... 
<« Touching is performed by in- 

| « troducing the fore Finger, lu- _ 

| « bricated with Pomatum into 

| « the Vagina , in order to feel 

. « the os internum and the Neck 

1 « of the Uterus; and ſometimes, 

1 „ into the Rellum +, by diſcover- 


* Here, MODESTY k violated. 

1 - + Here, DELICACY. Thus, Goth 
| are ſacrificed! If any other Man were to 
| be caught, taking ſuch Liberties — the 
Huſband would deem it ſufficient Cauſe for 


ing 


: 
b 


— and —— Virtue. x79. 


« ing the ſtretching of the R 
d. By ſome, we are adviſed | 
« to touch with the middle Fin- 
* ger, as being the longeſt; and 
* by, others, to .employ both that 
5 and the firſt; but the middle 
is too much encumbered by 
< that on each Side, to anſwer the 
4 Purpoſe. fully, and when two 
* are introduced together, 


a Separation Doctor's Commons, &c. 
— and yet I cannot conceive why he 
| ſhould feel himſelf more injured, by the 

Freedoms having been taken by a gay 
Man of Faſhion — than by a Doctor 
who is every way. n to do * 
equal Honour! 
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« Patient never fails to complain, - 
„The Deſign of Fouching, is to 


4 be inforthed_/whedier the WK 


« man is, or is not with Child; 
«to know how far ſhe is ad- 
« yanced in her Pregnancy; if 


„ ſhe is in Danger of a Miſcar- 


« riage; if the os Uteri be di- 
<« {ated; and in Time of Labour, 
«to form à right Judgment of | 
oy the Caſe, fram the Opening of 
« the. os internum, and the preſ- 
« ſing down: of the Membranes 
„with their Waters; and laſtly, 
* to diſtinguiſh what Part of 7 


6 Child is preſented, 


In 
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< It is generally impracticable to 
« diſcover by a Touch in the 
Vagina, whether or not the U- 
« terus is impregnated, till after 
<« the fourth Month: Then the 
« beſt Time for Examination is 
© in the Morning, when the Wo- 
man is faſting, after the Con- 
Stents of the Bladder and Nee- 
4 tum have been diſcharged; and 
< ſhe ought, if neceſſary, to ſub- 
« mit to the Inquiry in a ſtand- 
ing Poſture; becauſe, in that 
« Caſe, the Uterus hangs lower 
< down in the Vagina, and the 
9 Weight is more ſenſible to the 
3 3 « Touch 


| 182 Men-Midwives violate Modeſty 
| Touch, than when ſhe is re- 
| « clined, One principal Reapn 
[ ö of our Uncertainty is, when | 
" '< we - try to feel the Neck, 
li « the Womb riſes up on our © 
| * preſſing againſt the Vagina, at the 1 
| Side of the os internum ; and 
J „in ſome, the Vagina feels 


very tenſe; but, when the fun- 
&« dus Uteri is advanced near the | 
-« Navel, the Preſſure from above 
« keeps down the os internum 


* ſo much, that you can gener- 
ally feel both the Neck, and 
'< aboye that, the ſtretching of 
the under Part of the Uterus. 
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In the firſt four Months, the 


Neck of the Womb may be 


V felt hanging down in the Va- 
gina, by puſhing up the Finger 
„by the fide of the os in- 
« ternum; but the ſtretching of 
e the Uterus, and upper Part 
<« of the Neck, cannot be per- 
« ceived till the fifth, and ſome- 
times the ſixth Month; and 
« even then, ihe Uterus muſt be 
«* kept drwn, by a. firong . OY 
< pon the FOR | 


Eo 


dus is ſometimes felt by the 


N33 . Finger 
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184 Men. Midwives violate Modeſty 
Finger introduced into the Rec- 
tun, before it can be perceived 
„in the Vagina; becauſe, in the 
* laſt Method, the Uterus re- 
& cedes from the Touch, and | 
K riſes too high to be accurately 
« diſtinguiſhed, whereas the Fin- 
© per being introduced into the 
Rectum, paſſes along the Back 
* of the Womb almoſt to the 
« upper Part of the Fundus, 
+ which, in an unimpregnated 
4 State, is felt flat on the back 
« Part, and jetting out at the 
Sides; but, the impregnated 
* * | „Uterus 


aud endanger Virtue, - 185. 
&. Uterys 5 is perceived like * | 
round Tumour. _.. ERS 


« About the fifth or ſixth, 
Month, the upper Part of the 
Uterus is ſo much ſtretched, as 
to riſe three or four Inches 
« above the os pubis, or ta the 
middle Space between that and 
« the Navel; ſo that 5 preffing 
* the Hand on the Belly, eſpecially 
* a lean Womai, it is fre- 
6 quently. perceived; and if, 

« at the” fume Time, the Index 
0 F | the other Hand be introduced 5 

—— > Sigh 
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ein the Vagina, the Neck | will 
« ſeem ſhortened, particularly at 
« the fore Part and Sides, and 
« as I have already obſerved, the 
« Weight will be * felt. 
&c. &c. Kc. 


But the Doctor is not ſatisfied . 
with the Liberties already deſ- 
cribed. There muſt be 0 Part 


* J once thought of having Kona, 
ings made of the different Poſitions, and 
Methods, in which theſe Inquiries are 
made, Pictures, may affect, where Words 
fail. By ſtriking the Eye — the Indecen- 
cy, and of courſe, Impropriety of the 
Practice, may be impreſſed with Force, 


free 


Lund endanger Virtue 18 
free from his reſearches. © Page 
i91—Vol. I. Smellie. · Obſtruc- 
tions, and Pregnancy are both 
accompanied by à ſtretching 
« Fulneſs in the Breaſts ; but in 


I 


on Minds which cannot o 8 be 


affected by what they read. But I ſhall 
leave that to others, who may be better 
able to paint, than I am. From the 
Directions that Dr. Smellie gave his 
Pupils, how to touch — and what the 
Reader has ſeen of his Manner of placing 
Women, for Delivery — he may eaſily 
figure in his Imagination, her Ladyſhip 
ſhut up with her ! dear Doctor,“ under 
Examination, in the Drefiing-Room — 


or under Digitation in her Bed-Cham- _-__ 


ber, for ſome Hours prior to her De- 
ürery. ö 


1 5 the 


« } 
7 6 
„ 
* 1 5 
by * 
| 
14 
. 1 
o 7 
3 7 — 
* 
. 3 
* 
þ | 
„ 
«; : 
: * 
. i ; 
_ 
i , 
1 : 
1 
F 
7 7 
. 
as 
5 . 
| 4 
* 
q 1 
$ 
1. 
: ? : 
17 j 
£\ 
* 


188 Men-Midwives violate Modeſty 

the laſt only; may be perceiv- 
« ed the Areola, or brown Ring 
round the N*ppl*s, from which, 
in the laſt Months, a thin 
„Serum diſtills; but this Circle 


< is not ſo diſcernable as in the 
e firſt Pregnancy, and even then 


„ jt is uncertain as well as 


others. Yet, notrithſtanding this 
declared Uncertainty, Men- Mid- 
wives ſuffer Ladies to imagine that 
they can ſatisfy their Curioſity — 


and Women, who pretend to be 


modeſt, firſt ſuffer their Breafts 
to be examined by the Sight, and 
Touch — and then permit the 

Exa- 


Dad endanger Virtue. 169 
Examination, to take a more in- 
tereſting Courſe - in order to 
be informed, of what, Time, alone 
can diſcover—even after every li- 
centious Freedom has been taken, 
to which Vice, and Senſuality 
can prompt! . 


2 
* Fl * 


18 it poſſible for a Man in 
Health, to range over a pretty 
Woman thus — and not be in- 
flamed almoſt to Madneſs ?! — 
Shut up with her, where he 
knows that no. Perſon) dare in- 
trude - « - - firſt, taking one Lis 
berty —-then another » - now.. 
Sanding, 
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100 Mon-Midwives violate Madefly 
ſtanding, perhaps, is beſt — they” : 
a reclining Poſture, on a C ouchs* 
( for the Touch is performed, 
both ways, ) . to be unmoy- 
ed, would! be incompatibie. u 
Manhood ! —— Talk of Principle 
No Principle 


can operate when the whole Man 


—— Folly! 


is in a Tumult— agitated by 
Familiarities, which nothing human 
can take, without feeling - thoſe 
Effects which Nature intended they 
ſhould" produce. The utmoſt that | 
Principle can do, is to lead one 
to fly. from Temptation. It cans 
not work a Miracle:- - - - - and 
RON ON what 


— and endanger Virtue. 191 


what can be more out of the 
Courſe of Nature, than to take 
ſuch Libertics, «nimpaſſioned ? | + 


Granting, then, that the Paſ- 
fions of the Man-Midwife are 
inflamed — can it be imagined, 
but, that agitated, himſelf, he . 
will wiſh to apitate the pretty 
Woman, whoa has ſet all his Pulſes 
in an uproar ? — He cannot help 
'it- - - - - he is no longer a free 
Agent — and of courſe ſtands ac- 
quitted of Criminality. He can- 
not be ſuppoſed ignorant how to 


accom- 


192 Men-Midwives violate Madęſty 
accompliſh his Wiſhes . Under 
Pretence that it is neceſſary to dis 


late, before he can properly de- 
cide on her Situation, he may 


digitate - - - fill infallible Symp- 
toms leave no Room for Doubt, 


but that the Lady's free-Agency is 
as much deſtroyed, as his own, 
Womea ſeem to be blind to this 
Danger. Strange, it muſt ever 
appear to me, that they can need 
to be reminded of what Parts 


they are compoſed |! i- If 1 


* If ignorant, I beg ſeave to refer my 


Reader to Chambers's Dictionary — to be 


informed of the Nature of the Clitorise 
It 18 a Mafier Ley. 
| place 
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place a Beacon, on a+ dangerous 
Sand in their Courſe — ant cait- 
tion them when a Storm may be 
expeffed — ſhould they not thank 
the Pilot, who attempts to fave 
them from Deſtru&ion ? — If the 
Woman, who in the Morning, 
perhaps — would be ſhocked, even 
at the very Idea of committing 


Adultery - - and who would be 


Proof againſt every Attack that 
could be made, while ſbe has ber 


Reaſon — can be -TRICKED, 


out of her Senſes — and, dur- 
ing ber Delirium, ſuffer what 


ſhe never dreamed of—can 1 be 
ſaid 
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ſaid to have written what Modeſty 
ſhould not read, when I only in- 
form the ignorant, where Inorance 
may. prove fatal? — Will a good 
Mind rather wiſh to with-hold this 


Book from the Eye of Modeſty, 


than ſuffer a virtuous Woman to 
be informed by it, that if a Man- 
Midwife chuſes to improve his 


Opportunity, ( by putring Fire to 
thoſe Combuſtibles to which he 


may be fooliſhly or viciouſly ſut- 
fered to gain Admiſſion ) it is 


impoſſible for any young Woman 
living to preſerve her Virtue? — 


— 


If the Man-Midwife be not un- 


guardedly 


' 
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guardedly bafly in attempting to 
ſpritg his Mine, before it has 
been properly primed — her Virtue 
muſt be blown into the Clouds. 
Thy Power — O Digitation — is 
irreſiſtible 


But — for Argument's ſake — 
let us grant that the Man- 
Midwife-— callous to every 
Feeling that is natural to Man- 
hood, remains unmoved — and 
coolly examines Beauty's hidden 
Charms, without wiſhing to avail 
himſelf of his Advantage, Yet 
have not the Liberties that he 
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has wantonly taken with her Per. 
ſon, removed the Shame of a firſt 
Violation? Have not the ſa. 
cred Limits, that Modeſty ſhou ld 
guard from Defilement been pro- 
faned, and polluted, by an unbak 
lowed Hand. Accuſtomed 
to the licentious Familiarities of 
ene Man, (not her Huſband) 
a Path has not only been open- - 
ad, but made ſmooth, and 
ealy for another. — Every De- 
fence that Aodefly could raiſe, to 
guard the Citadel of Virtyue— 
has been demoliſhed, The very 
Citadel, itſelf, has. been in the 
* Hands 


— 


quitting it, blew up its chief 
Barrier — and left a Breach which: C2 
no Art can repair. A young. 
Creature is but a few Months 
married, before a ſtrange Man 
is ' ſent for, called a Doctor — 
who makes his Bow — aſks: a 
few Queſtions in a ſoft inſinua- 
ting Manner — and then 
with the utmoſt Politeneſs ( as 4 
Thing of courſe — like feeling the 
Pulſe ) Sides bis Haud = = = | 
 ---------/ |] — Monſtrous! 
Have we no Feeling left? — Af-- 
ter Modeſty has flown from: our 
02 Dwell- 
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Dwellings, can we be farprited” 


if Virtue follows it's Companion ; 


and Defender? — What is it to 


as er af W M 


polluted by her Midwife-Doctot, 


in her Dreſſing· Room or by 
a Libertine, in a Bagnio? 1 
proteſt, I think the latter, the 
leaſt Defilement, of - the two! - 
The Idea of her- dear Doctor's 
having been needleſuly ad mitted to 


fuch a Knowledge of her Perſon, 


would force itſelf into my Mind, 
on every Occaſion that I ſhould 
wilh to forget it. Infamous, as 
the Adultreſs 55 her Crime ad-. 


mits 


| 


ne Pirie tagi 
mits of Extenuation, and ſne 
ſeems pure, when ballanced againff 
the Pretender to Medefly, who 
ſends for her Doctor, to be digi- 
tated. Shame on fo abandoned 
a Practice! — Let it be cried 
dowh, and ſcandalized;, as eve- 
ff Man wiſhes to preſerve his 
Wife and Daughter from Pol- 
lution, There is no Pretence 
for it, in Nature — and. if 
Public take it up with Spirit, 
Women who are not abandoned, 
will be as much aſhamed to 
have it known that they wan- 
tonly employ a Man-Midwife — 
Wy 


in Adultery. 4 
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it to ourſelves — We oe it 
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